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Just a few weeks ago, three rape stories were run on the front page of the Daily Cal We, too, are running a rape story on our front page } but we 9 re also running stories on the next page, and 
on the page after thaL .. We are sick of seeing rape portrayed as an isolated crime against individual women . Contrary to popular beliefs women are not helpless victims, nor do they deserve 
to be violated . The problem of rape is not just a problem between rapist and woman , but is ingrained in a society that demands the DOMINATION OF MEN OVER WOMEN, RICH OVER 
POOR r WHlTE PEOPLE OVER PEOPLE OF COLOR, HETEROSEXUALS OVER QUEERS,HUMANS OVER THE ENVIRONMENT AND ANIMALS, and THE U.S. OVER THE REST OF 

THE WORLD l 

We are attempting to look at rape from this mare systemic viewpoint Thus,m this issue t^SBd^LVbmen^ voices are exploring tke issues that the mainstream media has conveniently 
excluded In addition, we emphasize that the other topics in this Slingshot, including fee increases and education cuts, the Middle East, and the battle over People*s Park, also relate to the 
themes of “domination over” Women's issues are not separate from other forms of power relations, and there is an effort here to work toward making connections | Finally , we have included 
not only articles about™ poems aswelljfor we must recognize the variety ofexpressions that women's voices can take. Rape is not an issue to be sensationalized on the front page, and 

■ ; excluded from the rest of a publication- As women, we refuse to be manipulated, silenced, or confined w 



When campus cops and their official media 
allies reported last month on the kidnapping 
and rape of a woman student, they did an 
impressive job of spreading lies to the campus 
community. For example. Lie #1: Since only 
two rapes and three attempted rapes were 
recorded by the UCPD last year, members of 
the campus community don’t need to be overly 
concerned about their safety (or that of other 
people), and if they are concerned, they are 
just panicking. 

Let’s take a look at this. Five incidents of 
violence were recorded. How many were 
reported and never recorded? How many 
women tried to report rape or attempted rape 
or assault and found no encouragement? How 
many women aren’t even sure what happened 
to them is rape? In a country that talks about 
ranc as somethin^ exclusively perpetrated by 


have first dibs on her body. It therefore come 
as no surprise that the media isn’t exactly full 
of reports of rich white men raping women of 
color- and 


community, sees this rape as a golden 
opportunity to destroy those who resist its 
authority. The set-up for this clever maneuver 


only rich 
white men 
could be 
cocksure 
(as in “sure 
that one 
has a 
cock”) 
enough to 
contend 
that it’s 
because it 
doesn’t 
happen. 

In 







protect them. 

But luck for the folks in power, this rape can 
be used not just as an excuse to destroy one 
marginalized group; it can be 
used to smash down the 
victim herself and all women. 
The original report of the 
attack quoted a campus 
authority as saying that violent 
incidents teach women that 
they have to be vigilant in 
urban areas. Why doesn’t this 
instead teach cops that they 
have to be vigilant? And what 
the hell will vigilance do for a 
woman if her attacker has a 
knife, like this one did? It 
sounds like the official line is: 
Lie #4: If 


women are 








When campus cops and their official media 
allies reported last month on the kidnapping 
and rape of a woman student, they did an 
impressive job of spreading lies to the campus 
community. For example. Lie #1: Since only 
two rapes and three attempted rapes were 
recorded by the UCPD last year, members of 
the campus community don’t need to be overly 
concerned about their safety (or that of other 
people), and if they are concerned, they are 
just panicking. 

Let’s take a look at this. Five incidents of 
violence were recorded. How many were 
reported and never recorded? How many 
women tried to report rape or attempted rape 
or assault and found no encouragement? How 
many women aren’t even sure what happened 
to them is rape? In a country that talks about 
rape as something exclusively perpetrated by 
Iraqi soldiers on Kuwaiti soil and Kuwaiti 
wvjiiiCii, how can a woman buliv< v di*?. 
assault by an acquaintance, companion, or 
husband is a crime? 

In fact, it’s clear from all the official reports 
that- Lie #2: rape only counts when it can be 
construed as invasion, as a violation of 
property rights. So the fact that in the recent 
attack, the rapist was an African-American fits 
right in with the racist model of invasion-as- 
rape; just as the dark-skinned Iraqis stole the 
Western corporations’ possession, a rape is the 
theft of rich white men’s property, since 
regardless of the woman’s race, white men 


have first dibs on her body. It therefore come 
as no surprise that the media isn’t exactly full 
of reports of rich white men raping women of 
color- and 


community, sees this rape as a golden 
opportunity to destroy those who resist its 
authority. The set-up for this clever maneuver 


only rich 
white men 
could be 
cocksure 
(as in “sure 
that one 
has a 
cock”) 
enough to 
contend 
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because it 
doesn’t 
happen. 

In 

keeping 

with the 


war 
metaphor, 
t h e 
university, 
in its own 
little war 
against the 
southside 
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If California was a country, it would be the 
sixth wealthiest in the world. Yet unlike 
comparably wealthy nations, where education 
is provided free at all levels and financial 
incentives are offered to encourage students 
to remain in schools, education in California 


deficit, as of 4/6/91 estimated at $12.5 billion, 
which is insufficient taxation of corporations 
and the wealthy, Wilson plans to slash state 
spending to already dismally funded social 
programs and impose a regressive taxation 
system to be borne by those least able to 


is rapidly becoming 

nrivili'.m 1 . 


* | 


afford it. 
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is as callous as George Bush’s exploitation of 
the Amnesty International report on Iraq’s 
human-rights abuse. Yeah, sure. Bush cares 
about human rights- take a look at his chums 
in China and El Salvador. Yeah, sure, the 
university cares about a woman’s safety- take 
a look at the incidents of police brutality at, 
most recently and ironically, the International 
Women’s Day rally. 

The claim that the university development- 
mongers are making is simple- Lie #3 the 
southside community is dangerous to innocent 
people’s safety, so it has to be crushed. This 
assertion is implicit in statements such as that 
found on March 8 in the administration’s 
mouthpiece, the Daily Cal. UC cop Pat Carroll 
is quoted on the front page as saying, “ There 


protect them. 

But luck for the folks in power, this rape can 
be used not just as an excuse to destroy one 
r N * marginalized group; it can be 

used to smash down the 
, vvictim herself and all women. 

The original report of the 
attack quoted a campus 
authority as saying that violent 
incidents teach women that 
they have to be vigilant in 
urban areas. Why doesn’t this 
instead teach cops that they 
have to be vigilant? And what 
the hell will vigilance do for a 
woman if her attacker has a 
knife, like this one did? It 
sounds like the official line is: 
Lie #4: If women are 
attacked, they have only 
themselves to. blame. This is 
particularly sickening in light 
of the fact that the university 
doesn’t offer a single free 
course in women’s self- 
defense. 

Finally, we get the message 
that-Lie #5 only women are 
the victims of violence. I have 
to give the Daily Callous 
some credit for this one, too. 
Hoyt Sze, best known for an 
inept attempt at satire ( “Why 
I Hate Affirmative Action”) earlier in the 
semester, interviewed five women to find out 
how they felt about rape. This in spite of the 
fact that men can be, and have been raped on 
campus, too. And where was the interview 
with five homeless men after Hank Dacek, a 
homeless man, was beaten to death on campus 
on New Year's Eve? Where was the interview 
with five frat boys after the recent string of 
Greek deaths? The exclusive focus on rape of 
women denies both that women can be victims 
of violence other than rape and that men can’t 
be the victims of violence at all. Queer¬ 
bashing, I guess, either doesn’t happen or it 
isn’t important in the dominant framework. 
Maybe because it’s not a property crime. And 
meanwhile rich, white men can feel safe 
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husband is a crime? 

In fact, it’s clear from all the official reports 
that- Lie #2: rape only counts when it can be 
construed as invasion, as a violation of 
property rights. So the fact that in the recent 
attack, the rapist was an African-American fits 
right in with the racist model of invasion-as- 
rape; just as the dark-skinned Iraqis stole the 
Western corporations’ possession, a rape is the 
theft of rich white men’s property, since 
regardless of the woman’s race, white men 
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If California was a country, it would be the 
sixth wealthiest in the world. Yet unlike 
comparably wealthy nations, where education 
is provided free at all levels and financial 
incentives are offered to encourage students 
to remain in schools, education in California 
is rapidly becoming 
a privilege 

available only to 
the wealthy. 

Even before 
the present 
budget crisis 
California’s 
record in public 
education, as in 
other social 
programs, 
reflected the 
priorities of 
those in power. 

Nationally, 

California 
ranked 45 the in 
the financing of or 1 
public schools and AT COWV 

California students received 400 dollars less 
each than the national average. Nearly a third 
of all students and a half of all Blacks and 
Latinos were dropping out prior to 
graduation. Now, instead of 

addressing the root cause of the budget 


deficit, as of 4/6/91 estimated at $12.5 billion, 
which is insufficient taxation of corporations 
and the wealthy, Wilson plans to slash state 
spending to already dismally funded social 
programs and impose a regressive taxation 
system to be borne by those least able to 
afford it. 

His planned cut of 
$2.2billion for public 
education will mean 
that $9 thousand less 
will be spent on each 
classroom and that 
California students 
will now receive 
$700 less than the 
national average. 
Three thousand 
teachers have already 
been laid off in the 
| San Francisco 
Unified School 
District alone, with 
Jjunior teachers being 
the first to go. Since 
younger teachers are 
more ethnically diverse, students will be left 
with a largely old, white and unenthusiastic 
teacher population—a situation which is 
made worse by the fact that salaries for 
bilingual teachers were amongst the first 
casualties of the cuts. Not only is this blatant 

Continued' 041 P' ^ 


F>OH T BfcCX! 



is as callous as George Bush’s exploitation of 
the Amnesty International report on Iraq’s 
human-rights abuse. Yeah, sure, Bush cares 
about human rights- take a look at his chums 
in China and El Salvador. Yeah, sure, the 
university cares about a woman’s safety- take 
a look at the incidents of police brutality at, 
most recently and ironically, the International 
Women’s Day rally. 

The claim that the university development- 
mongers are making is simple- Lie #3 the 
southside community is dangerous to innocent 
people s safety, so it has to be crushed. This 
assertion is implicit in statements such as that 
found on March 8 in the administration’s 
mouthpiece, the Daily Cal. UC cop Pat Carroll 
is quoted on the front page as saying, “ There 
is a large population with a lot of students and 
tourists that are potential victims. And there 
are a lot of individuals in the area (who) prey H 
on them.” In other words, those with money I 
are vulnerable innocents while those who 
aren’t funnelling money into the university are 
violent parasites. Even more appalling is 
Carroll’s incredible claim that tourists are part 
of the campus population. If cash is what buys 
citizenship and rights, then it becomes 
frighteningly clear that the “individuals not 
from the area” are those who don’t have the 
cash to buy protection from the UCPD thugs, 
namely, the homeless citizens of Berkeley. 

As if this weren’t enough, the Daily Cal 
repeatedly and unquestioningly spreads the 
distorted statistic implicating the People’s Park 
area in many of the violent crimes on the 
Southside reported last year. Yeah, the park’s 
homeless community is involved in lots of 
violent crimes- but they are the victims. And 
who commits those crimes? You guessed it: a j 
bunch of innocent vulnerable rich hate- j 
consumed students and the cops hired to 


course in women’s self- 
defense. 

Finally, we get the message 
that-Lie #5 only women are 
the victims of violence. I have 
to give the Daily Callous 
some credit for this one, too. 
Hoyt Sze, best known for an 
inept attempt at satire ( “Why 
I Hate Affirmative Action”) earlier in the 
semester, interviewed five women to find out 
how they felt about rape. This in spite of the 
fact that men can be, and have been raped on 
campus, too. And where was the interview 
with five homeless men after Hank Dacek, a 
homeless man, was beaten to death on campus 
on New Year's Eve? Where was the interview 
with five frat boys after the recent string of 
Greek deaths? The exclusive focus on rape of 
women denies both that women can be victims 
of violence other than rape and that men can’t 
be the victims of violence at all. Queer¬ 
bashing, I guess, either doesn’t happen or it 
isn’t important in the dominant framework. 
Maybe because it’s not a property crime. And 
meanwhile rich, white men can feel safe 
roaming the streets— after all, the cops are 
there for their protection, 
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After weeks of growing frustration 
with the (un)collective process, the women of 
Slingshot met and realized that they had all 
been having problems with the men for similar 
reasons. The Women’s Issue of last October 
was supposed to be a change, it was a result 
of the women’s demand for change; but just 
three months and two issues later , the women 
found themselves back to square one. Tired 
of waiting for changes and guiding men 
through their attempts to avoid sexism, the 
women took over the agenda during a 
regular Slingshot meeting to 
confront the men on their sexist 
bullshit. At this meeting the 
women said that they would 
no longer participate in 
Slingshot until some 
major changes were 
made. 

So basically the 
women presented a new 
agenda, which included 
confronting men on their 
sexism and demanding that the 
process of the collective be 


Slingshot and leaving after one issue, that 
women were excluded by male camaraderie, 
and the list goes on. It was clear that we 
could not continue “business as usual*’ until 
we dealt with women’s demands first, and 
until radical structural and attitude changes 
were made, both short and long term. 

Up until this point we had all been 
operating on an unspoken and rather ignorant 
assumption that because we were working on a 
radical paper, issues such as sexism, racism, 
classism and heterosexism wouldn’t effect 
us. As the women began 
discussing their experiences , 
this assumption was 




exposed. This was not 
something we could let 
lide by. Now we feel 
that it is important to 
discuss our experience, 
r as it is definitely not 
unique, and you will see 
why we haven’t been 
publishing lately. 


radicalized. Women did not like the fact 
that they had to be overly loud and verbose in 
meetings, that they were uncomfortable 
walking into a room full of men, that their 
criticisms and other input were not being taken 
seriously, that men were not dealing with 
sexism and heterosexism in articles and 
leaving women to write about ‘women’s 
issues,* that new women were joining 


The women all 
spoke out about their feelings, and asked 
for a response. The men met several times 
and realized that they don’t take women’s 
criticisms seriously, men verbally and 
physically excluded women from every aspect 
of the collective: at meetings, in the computer 
room, at the light table, in the office, etc.... 
Some of the many ideas that the men came up 
with were that men needed to call each other 


on sexist behavior and openly reC6^e those 
criticisms and that the production process 
needed to be stopped until severe structural 
changes were made. When confronted with the 
women’s anger, many men responded with an 
often typical male response - defensiveness. 
Even some who felt what the women were 
doing was important expressed defensiveness 
in varying degrees. Some men felt that the 
women were trying to take over Slingshot, 
and others expressed anger and frustration that 
production was being stopped. Both responses 
showed that the men hadn’t really understood 
what the women had voiced, that the process 
had already been flawed by sexism within the 
collective. 

Finally the collective worked more 
with these issues, and decided as a whole to 
make space in each meeting for discussion of 
collective process and dynamics as well as to 
slow down the production process to include 
talking in depth about each article before it’s 
printed. The men would continue to meet and 
discuss sexism, and they made a commitment 
to acknowledge women, to take their input 
seriously, and to incorporate sexism and 
heterosexism into their articles, etc.... We 
entirely stopped production in order to come 
up with ways of restructuring our collective 
process. The main tenet of our new production 
process is to take things much more slowly, 
thereby allowing time to evaluate our 
interactions while they are occurring. We feel 
it is important to keep in mind that the process 
is as important as the product. Now, each 


This issue of Slingshot includes an account of the problerris that we 
have been haying with sexism within oiir collective; $orn^; people win 
no doubt say that we should not go puttie with our duty laundry. They 
might say that there are enough hostile forces(cqps, infiltrators, 
provocateurs) trying to divide ‘the movement* without us doing if 
ourselves. We feel, as a collective, that the problems that we have been 
having are prevalent throughout the left, and that our experiences 
should be shared as part of a movement wide dialogue. 

If we are ever going to develop a truly radical revolutionary 
movement, we need to begin by creating institutions and groups that 
embody the society that we envision. One of my favorite quotes (I 
don’t know who said it) is “ The only way to wage a successful 


evaluating our personal iht^r^dqns; and h^^iorsihow they relate 

to the structures we are trying to overcome* 

Patriarchy is one of the major cornerstones of the military* coipprate 
system that we suffer under. Fpr the most part, the left has mimicked 
the patriarchal* as well as white supremacist and heterosexist, 
relationships of thd system that we profess to oppose, We have adopted, 
rather than subverted, mainy of the personal relationships and power 
structures of the larger s;qCiety;., --; 

As a white man this means that I need to confront my own sexism, 
and racism constantly. As a queer it means not tolerating hetefbsexist 
behavior and attitudes. It is good that so mucp of the left is being -forded 


to deal with this shit, and it is bad -that it was so necessary, If ; We can 
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meeting of the collective begins with time to 
talk about issues concerning our process. 
These issues include such things as sexism, 
racism, exclusion, alienation, group dynamics, 
etc... We are also spending more time 
discussing submitted articles as a group. There 
are many advantages to doing this, including 
the fact that women’s criticisms are heard by 
the whole group and can thus be taken more 
seriously. Finally, each person is making a 
effort to tell others exactly what kind of work 
s(he) is doing for the collective. 

Despite the success of these changes, things 
are far from ideal. Some of the men’s 
responses to the women’s concerns were 
absolutely disgusting and unacceptable (as 
described above). When this anger was 
brought up during a meeting there was a lot of 
alienation of both men and women, and several 
men dropped out of the Slingshot collective. 
There is also a great deal of fear among the 
women as to whether this renewed interest in 
the fight against sexism will actually last. 

We know that we aren’t alone in experiencing 
this problem. There is a progression towards 
male domination that exists in many 
organizations. It manifests itself in many 
different ways. When confronted with it, as a 
‘culture’ we are taught top be defensive, and to 
fall back on ‘socialized conditioning* as an 
excuse, rather than addressing the forces that 
create sexism, that allow men to take over and 
think that nothing is wrong. 

Nevertheless, the suggestions about 
sexism we have incorporated seem to be 
effective within the collective so far. In 
addition they leave room for more long term 
changes. However we will have to reserve 
final judgement. 

the Slingshot Collective 




Slingshot is a sometimes monthly 
published student/community radica 
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sexism and heterosexism in articles and 
leaving women to write about ‘women’s 
issues,’ that new women were joining 



Sisters and brothers of Slingshot, 

Thanks for sending me the ‘shots-1 really 
enjoys ‘em and am glad the East Bay has 
gotten such a fine alternative to read! You 
have done much to brighten my days in here, 
and I hope you continue to publish. Your 
efforts are really worthwhile. 

My name is James, and I am a 32 year old 
unaffiliated anarchist who is currently doing 
time in one of King George’s gulags. I figure 
I’m just paying my dues for allowing this 
government to exist for so long. I’m getting 
out in about a year; waking up from this 
Orwellian nightmare and I plan on devoting a 
lot of my energies in furthering the cause of 
Anarchy- something I really believe in. I don’t 
want anyone to go through the experiences I 
have gone through. To me, this means the 
elimination of the tyranny we call authority! 
It’s been ‘zines like yours that have kept me 
going in here. The government hasn’t 
succeeded in breaking me and 
‘institutionalizing’ my soul. For this I’m 
grateful. 

Your articles on wimmin’s issues were both 
entertaining and enlightening and warmly 
received. Living in a male dominated 
atmosphere it’s really easy to pick up some 
fucked- up attitudes concerning women. Prison 
is/ or can be a real hotbead for sexist, racist. 


room, at the light table, in the office, etc.... 
Some of the many ideas that the men came up 
with were that men needed to call each other 


machines for possible use over in the Middle 
East. 

Actually, this idea of theirs isn’t 
particularly new- having prisoners working 
exploiting labor for the military/ industrial 
complex was accomplished a while back by 
Stalin and Hitler. I’ve gotten a closer look at 
this ‘new world order’ while being in this 
federal prison- it’s welcome to the gulags, 
welcome to the U.SS.A.! 

I’ve been doing some artwork in my 
spare time and if you are interested I 
could send you some. Much of what 
I’m doing now involves my recent 
studies in Japanese minimalism- 
very soothing. I was doing a 
lot of angry, alienated stuff 
when I first got in 
here. I’m a lot happier 
now. I liked much of 
the drawings I saw in 
Slingshot- especially 
the one titled ‘U.S. 

Out Of My 
Uterus!’ which I 
thought was 
very well done 
and carried a 
heavy message. 

I would be interested in learning more 
about anarcha-femminism, so if you know 
anyone who would be interested in 
corresponding with me on this subject or 
any others related to Anarchism, I would sure 


interactions while they are occurring. We feel 
it is important to keep in mind that the process 
is as important as the product. Now, each 


Greetings Comrades and Friends at Slingshot 

I come to you through this letter bereft of 
all material possessions. The best years of my 
early manhood have been taken from me by a 
Legal System, which practices a dual standard 
of justice — one standard for the rich and 
another more stringent standard for the poor. 

This nation prides itself as a nation ruled by 
laws, not men. But men specifically 
government assassins (Police) have launched 
this racist attack on the poor, Black and 
Hispanics of this country. 

It was this system who framed me for 
a crime I did 
not commit, 
because I 
advocated 
that Blacks, 
Hispanics and 
poor people 
must defend 
themselves from 
racist police 
brutality. 

It is clear to me, 

that in America the law is essentially a 
bastion of rich White male privilege 
and power. 

I was in a small Texas town with 
my wife, talking to Blacks and poor 
people about the police brutality in this 
small town. I was there only about 
JUr+gU.* three months, when I was beginning to 


think that nothing is wrong. 

Nevertheless, the suggestions about 
sexism we have incorporated seem to be 
effective within the collective so far. In 
addition they leave room for more long term 
changes. However we will have to reserve 
final judgement. 

the Slingshot Collective 


Slingshot is a sometimes monthly 
published student/community radical 
newspaper. The views expressed herein 
always are the opinion of their authors and 
often have something, do do with, .the views 
of the collective. Two important things: 

1. Slingshot has now been in print for Three 
Years! We are sort of proud of ourselves 
for this. Thank you. 

2. Although the war against Iraq proved 
what an evil and pathetic entity the 
mainstream press is, it is obvious that 
nobody has put three and three together 
to figure out that the alternative press 
needs money to do what we do. We are 
TOTALLY BROKE AGAIN. We had to 
borrow money from our staff (again) to put 
this issue out. PLEASE SEND US YOUR 
M0NEY1 

The ASUCk gives us a piddling 
$400/year. Because of that, we are 
forced to print: 

“This publication ic not an official publication of the Associated Students 
of the University of California Berkeley. The views expressed herein are 
the views of the writers only. They are not necessarily the views of the 

University of California nor the University of California Berkeley. 

We meet every Sunday at 7:OOpm at 
our office at 612 Eshleperson Hall on UC 
Campus. We are looking for new people to 
work on Slingshot this Summer & next Fall 
(as many of the staffpeople are splitting). 
Artists, writers, production folks, people 
with attitudes, whoever, come to our 
disorientation meeting Sunday May 5, 
7:00pm. 

April 2B, 1991 

Circulation: 5,000 Vol 1. No. 42 

All events wheelchair accessible 

Mailing Address: 7 00 Eshleman Hall 
Berkeley, CA 94720 


This issue of Slingshot includes an account of the problems that we 
have been haying with Sexism within our collective. Sorne people will 
no doubt say that we should not go public with our dirty laundry. They 
might say that there are enough hostile force$(cop$, infiltrators, 
provocateurs) trying to divide ‘the movement* without us doing it 
ourselves. We feel, as a collective, that the problems that we have been 
having are prevalent throughout the left, and that our experiences 
should be shared as part of a movement wide dialogue. 

If we are ever going to develop a truly radical revolutionary 
movement, we need to begin by creating institutions and groups that 
embody the society that we envision. One of my favorite quotes (I 
don’t know who said it) is “ The only way to wage a successful 
revolution is to live as if you have already won.” This means constantly 


evaluating our personal and b^i«viprs^ and how they relate 

to the structures we are 

Patriarchy is one of the majbr cornerstones of-the: military^ corporate 
system that we suffer under. For the most part, the left has mimicked 
the patriarchal, as well as white supremacist and heterosexist* 
relationships of the systefeth^ ^ bpFwse, We have adopted, 

rather than subverted, miny.j.pfe : the perspiial rej^i^ 
structures of the larger society. 

As a white man this means that I need to confront my own sexism, 
and racism constantly. As a queer it means not tolerating heterosexist 
behavior and attitudes; It i? good that $o much of thedeft Ts^ t^iiiig forced 
to deal with this shit, arid it; is bad that it was sb; necessary. If we can 
begin to create an anti- racist* anti-' sexist, anti- heterosexist movement; 
then, and only then, can we ia:ilcaboui;; ^volution, : 


from behind enemy lines 
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Sisters and brothers of Slingshot, 

Thanks for sending me the ‘shots-1 really 
enjoys ‘em and am glad the East Bay has 
gotten such a fine alternative to read! You 
have done much to brighten my days in here, 
and I hope you continue to publish. Your 
efforts are really worthwhile. 

My name is James, and I am a 32 year old 
unaffiliated anarchist who is currently doing 
time in one of King George’s gulags. I figure 
I’m just paying my dues for allowing this 
government to exist for so long. I’m getting 
out in about a year; waking up from this 
Orwellian nightmare and I plan on devoting a 
lot of my energies in furthering the cause of 
Anarchy- something I really believe in. I don’t 
want anyone to go through the experiences I 
have gone through. To me, this means the 
elimination of the tyranny we call authority! 
It’s been ‘zines like yours that have kept me 
going in here. The government hasn’t 
succeeded in breaking me and 
‘institutionalizing’ my soul. For this I’m 
grateful. 

Your articles on wimmin’s issues were both 
entertaining and enlightening and warmly 
received. Living in a male dominated 
atmosphere it’s really easy to pick up some 
fucked- up attitudes concerning women. Prison 
is/ or can be a real hotbead for sexist, racist, 
homophobic attitudes. After reading one article 
in particular- ‘How to Fuck Without Raping,’ I 
realized I still have a lot to learn about 
women’s feelings and need to read more 
material from a women’s perspective. Thanks 
for the reality check! 

Part of my ‘rehabilitation’ for committing 
‘crimes’ against this government is working 
here at the factory- a government-run 
corporation called Unicor. The government’s 
idea of providing us with marketable job skills 
is having us assemble electronic cables for the 
Defense Department at 19 cents an hour!! I’ve 
been working overtime since January 
supplying cables for jets, tanks and other war 
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machines for possible use over in the Middle 
East. 

Actually, this idea of theirs isn’t 
particularly new- having prisoners working 
exploiting labor for the military/ industrial 
complex was accomplished a while back by 
Stalin and Hitler. I’ve gotten a closer look at 
this ‘new world order* while being in this 
federal prison- it’s welcome to the gulags, 
welcome to the U.SS.A.! 

I’ve been doing some artwork in my 
spare time and if you are interested I 
could send you some. Much of what 
I’m doing now involves my recent 
studies in Japanese minimalism- 
very soothing. I was doing a 
lot of angry, alienated stuff 
when I first got in 
here. I’m a lot happier 
now. I liked much of 
the drawings I saw in 
Slingshot- especially 
the one titled ‘U.S. 

Out Of My 
Uterus!’ which I 
thought was 
very well done 
and carried a 
heavy message. 

I would be interested in learning more 
about anarcha-femminism, so if you know 
anyone who would be interested in 
corresponding with me on this subject or 
any others related to Anarchism, I would sure 
appreciate it. I’ve also just recently gotten into 
the collected works of the S.I (the Situationist 
International)- the Situationists Debard, 
Vaneigem and the gang. Anyone who could 
give me some insight into this thought would 
be welcome. 

In any event, thank you Slingshot for giving 
me several hours of pleasurable reading. I wish 
you continued success in your endevors- keep 
up the resistance! 

In Solidarity @ 

James Armstrong 
$04617-051 

Federal Correction Institution 
Box 1000 Oxford, WI 53952-1000 


Greetings Comrades and Friends at Slingshot 

I come to you through this letter bereft of 
all material possessions. The best years of my 
early manhood have been taken from me by a 
Legal System, which practices a dual standard 
of justice — one standard for the rich and 
another more stringent standard for the poor. 

This nation prides itself as a nation ruled by 
laws, not men. But men specifically 
government assassins (Police) have launched 
this racist attack on the poor, Black and 
Hispanics of this country. 

It was this system who framed me for 
a crime I did 
not commit, 
because I 
advocated 
that Blacks, 
Hispanics and 
poor people 
must defend 
themselves from 
racist police 
brutality. 

It is clear to me, 

that in America the law is essentially a 
bastion of rich White male privilege 
and power. 

I was in a small Texas town with 
my wife, talking to Blacks and poor 
people about the police brutality in this 
small town. I was there only about 
three months, when I was beginning to 
be stopped at regular intervals. It seemed like 
every day, until one day I was out, talking to a 
few friends of mine and the cops “rode down” 
on me, saying I’d just robbed a jewelry store. 

Man, I had nine witnesses saying I had been 
with them all day... Guess how many came to 
court? Zero. 

My false imprisonment was not a mistake. 

It was part of a concerted police effort to 
silence me and instill fear in people I talked to. 
My six years and five month ordeal is an 
intentional act of political repression that hides 
behind the mask of law enforcement. 

I do not believe that it is an 
oversimplification to say that the courts, police 
and prosecutorial agencies of this state (Texas) 
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or tne collective, i wo Important things: 

1. Slingshot has now been in print for Three 
Years! We are sort of proud of ourselves 
for this. Thank you. 

2. Although the war against Iraq proved 
what an evil and pathetic entity the 
mainstream press is, it is obvious that 
nobody has put three and three together 
to figure out that the alternative press 
needs money to do what we do. We are 
TOTALLY BROKE AGAIN. We had to 
borrow money from our staff (again) to put 
this issue out. PLEASE SEND US YOUR 
MONEYI 

The ASUCk gives us a piddling 
$400/year. Because of that, we are 
forced to print: 

"This publication is not an official publication of the Associated Students 
of the University of California Berkeley. The views expressed herein are 
the views of the writers only. They are not necessarily the views of the 
University of California nor the University of California Berkley. 

Wc meet every Sunday at 7:OOpm at 
our office at 612 Eshleperson Hall on UC 
Campus. We are looking for new people to 
work on Slingshot this Summer & next Fall 
(as many of the staffpeople are splitting). 
Artists, writers, production folks, people 
with attitudes, whoever, come to our 
disorientation meeting Sunday May 5, 
7:00pm. 

April 23,1991 

Circulation: 5,000 Vol 1. No. 42 
All events wheelchair accessible 

Mailing Address: 700 Eshleman Hall 
Berkeley, CA 94720 


are fearful of African Americans in general 
and particularly of African Americans who are 
assertive and demand recognition of their 
humanity. 

Were I a slick, silk-suited gangster or an 
undercover drug dealer, the wheels of justice 
would have turned swiftly for me. Perhaps the 
media would have turned me into a folk hero 
besieged by a frustrated law enforcement 
establishment. But I am not a White male 
gangster. I am Black, radical and a 
revolutionary, who’s for solidarity for us all. I 
am strong and outspoken, and the unfortunate 
victim of this ‘‘lowdown” system. tOf\ f • 

For a long time, African Americans, 














T his is a letter to men who have sex with 
women. This is a letter about inter¬ 
course. This is a letter to men who 
assume that the woman/women they 
are fucking want to be fucked with their 
dicks. This is a 
letter written by 
women who 
sometimes like 
penetration 
(with and with¬ 
out penises) but 
don’t like being 
fucked (or 
fucked over) by 
the power dynamic. 

This letter is about sex and about rape. 
Many men and some women see sex and 
rape as absolutely different. However, we 
have had sex that has been both emotionally 
and physically uncomfortable which the man 
in question thought was fine/fun. We’ve 
been raped by acquaintances/lovers who 
have never thought of it as rape. Positive sex 
and rape are on a continuum of communica¬ 
tion, consent, and desire. 

Understanding how your behavior affects 
where a given sexual encounter with a 
woman falls on this continuum involves 
understanding where the woman is coming 
from. Obviously, sex does not occur in a 
vacuum. There are not just two people 
involved; there are two people with their his¬ 
tories and experiences, which are most fun¬ 
damentally gendered. 

Men need to acknowledge the given power 
inequality in sex between women and men, 
and how that makes women vulnerable in 
sex, and espe¬ 
cially in inter¬ 
course. This 
vulnerability is 
based on her history of a full range of experi¬ 
ences with men, not just sexual experiences 
with lovers. These include the obvious - 
rape and incest - but also include daily 
harassment on the streets and at work, 
exploitation of our bodies in the media, bad 


experiences with male doctors, the fear and 
confusion of our mothers’ and fathers* reac¬ 
tions to our getting our periods and our first 
experiences of sexuality... 

Many women are strong, centered, and 


in bed. Dealing with the things we men¬ 
tioned above requires emotional openness 
and awareness. It requires willingness to be 
creative and flexible. It requires two-way 
communication and an understanding of non- 
phallocentric sex. We can’t tell you how to 


do all these things. It’s you responsibility. 
However, here are some basic tips: 

First a brief rap about lingo: We are using 
the word intercourse to mean heterosexual 
vaginal-penile contact. Fuck can mean any 


• notice if the woman is crying (yes, we’re 
actually serious). 

• safer sex is your responsibility. If you 
expect her to bring it up (or hope that she 
doesn’t), you are taking advantage of the 
unequal power dynamic. Women are social¬ 


ized to not be assertive about sex, including 
not talking about it. 

• tell the truth about STD’s you have or are 
being treated for. 

• take responsibility for contraception, 
which women have his¬ 
torically done, and recog¬ 
nize that intercourse 
always carries the risk of 
pregnancy. 

• use lube 

• be aware that 80% of 
women don’t have 
orgasms from intercourse 
alone. 

• communicate about comfortable positions 
for the woman. Many men know nothing 
about a woman’s anatomy. Clits and cervix¬ 
es can be sources of discomfort as well as 
pleasure. 

• it’s not physically impossible to have your 
hand ont he woman’s clit during intercourse. 

• some women experierience more stimula¬ 
tion if theri legs are together between a 
man’s spread legs. 

• try having sex with men or getting anally 
penetrated yourself to start to broaden your 
experience. 

• you don’t have to have intercourse at all to 
have good sex. 

Do men really think intercourse is the 
greatest thing since sliced bread? Some men 
have told us they don’t think so. Are there 
other men who feel the same way but contin¬ 
ue to uphold the myth? Interesting ques¬ 
tion... 

Remember, the revolution against patri¬ 
archy will not be waged in bed alone. 

However, neither can its 
presence in bed be 
ignored any longer. This 
article is meant in all 
seriousness. If you don’t think so, consider 
this: a lot of you (not only a lot of your 
friends) have raped a lot of us and still don’t 
know it 

Don’t continue raping us out of ignorance 
and denial. 

- r£priiu7£i> By Nsce^iry/ 
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don’t see ourselves 
as victims. But no 
matter how ground¬ 
ed we are, men 
have potential to 
push a sexual 
encounter towards 
the fucked-up side 
of the continuum. 

Maybe we need 
to say here that to 
change the situa¬ 
tion, not only do 
men have to change 
their behavior in 
bed, but in the 
world. However, 
overthrowing the 
patriarchy is beyond the scope of this article, 
so we’ll limit ourselves here to what you do 
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— sometimes happens 
with a dick, some¬ 
times not. 

• don’t assume 
you’re not sexist 

• don’t assume 
that sex is inter¬ 
course. 

• do assume that 
intercourse always 
has the potential to 
be problematic. 

• always communi¬ 
cate specifically 
about intercourse; 

i.e. ask, so the woman has the opportunity to 
say no. 


ky Blue L.Ft.A,, 
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tion, not only do 
men have to change 
their behavior in 
bed, but in the 
world. However, 
overthrowing the 



understanding where the woman is coming 
from. Obviously, sex does not occur in a 
vacuum. There are not just two people 
involved; there are two people with their his¬ 
tories and experiences, which are most fun¬ 
damentally gendered. 

Men need to acknowledge the given power 
inequality in sex between women and men, 
and how that makes women vulnerable in 
sex, and espe¬ 
cially in inter¬ 
course. This 
vulnerability is 
based on her history of a full range of experi¬ 
ences with men, not just sexual experiences 
with lovers. These include the obvious - 
rape and incest - but also include daily 
harassment on the streets and at work, 
exploitation of our bodies in the media, bad 


in bed. Dealing with the things we men¬ 
tioned above requires emotional openness 
and awareness. It requires willingness to be 
creative and flexible. It requires two-way 
communication and an understanding of non- 
phallocentric sex. We can’t tell you how to 


• notice if the woman is crying (yes, we’re 
actually serious). 

• safer sex is your responsibility. If you 
expect her to bring it up (or hope that she 
doesn’t), you are taking advantage of the 
unequal power dynamic. Women are social- 


have good sex. 

Do men really think intercourse is the 
greatest thing since sliced bread? Some men 
have told us they don’t think so. Are there 
other men who feel the same way but contin¬ 
ue to uphold the myth? Interesting ques¬ 
tion... 

Remember, the revolution against patri¬ 
archy will not be waged in bed alone. 

However, neither can its 
presence in bed be 
ignored any longer. This 
article is meant in all 
seriousness. If you don’t think so, consider 
this: a lot of you (not only a lot of your 
friends) have raped a lot of us and still don’t 
know it 

Don’t continue raping us out of ignorance 
and denial. 

- By Nec^^>rry 



Recently, headlines across the United States have decried the 
plight of Iraq’s Kurdish population. Every day, the front pages 
are filled with stories about the mass-exodus of Kurds into 
Turkey and Iran. Not surprisingly, Saddam Hussein is por¬ 
trayed as the main force behind Kurdish oppression. 

Diverting attention away from Western imperialism as a pri¬ 
mary factor in the Kurdish plight, the cover of a major U.S. 
news weekly featured a picture of a starving Kurdish family 
with the headline ‘Saddam’s Latest Victims.’ It should have 
said, ‘U.S.’ latest victims- Again* Much like the Palestinians, 
the Kurds have long been a homeless population. When the 
Ottoman Empire was carved up by Europe, the Kurds were 
denied their land. Instead, Kurdistan (where the Kurds had been 
living) was divided between Iraq, Iran, Syria, and Turkey, leav¬ 
ing the Kurdish populations thoroughly disenfranchised, and 
relegated to ethnic minority status in each of these countries. 
The Kurds have long been fighting for self-determination, and 
have waged a long, and sometimes brutal struggle for autono¬ 
my, particularly in Turkey, and Iraq, where the majority of 
Kurds live. 


U.S. A. 


IRAQ 
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George’s sudden interest in the Kurds is not out of any love 
for the Kurdish people. In fact, he and the United States gov¬ 
ernment have likewise demonstrated their willingness to sacri¬ 
fice the Kurds- and many others- for their own interests. 
During the Nixon administration. Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger, as a favor to the Shah of Iran, approved CIA covert 
support for the creation of a Kurdish uprising in Iraq. The U.S. 
goal wasn’t for the rebellion to succeed. Instead, it was to aid 
the Shah in the weakening of Saddam Hussein and his Ba’athist 
ruling party. When it became clear the Hussein was willing to 
use any force at his disposal to suppress this uprising, the U.S. 
abandoned the rebellion it created, and sacrificing the lives of 
much of the Kurdish population. (This is all well documented in 
the unpublished, secret Pike Report that has been unearthed 
through the Freedom of Information Act) 

If this all sounds familiar, it should. The above scenario is 
eerily similar to the most recent Kurdish uprising. After the 
U.S.’s vicious slaughter of Iraq, George Bush made a widely 
reported call for Saddam Hussein’s overthrow. He wanted 
Saddam out of power, but for Iraq to remain whole. With U.S. 
support, simultaneous rebellions were launched by the Kurds in 
Northern Iraq, and Shiites in Southern Iraq in the hopes that 
some sort of military coup (by the Iraqi army or the Ba’athist 
Party) over Saddam’s rule would occur. Despite early success¬ 
es, where both forces were able to capture several major cities 
and control huge chunks of Iraq, Hussein was able to thorough¬ 
ly crush both rebellions. Thus, it became apparent that promot¬ 
ing rebellion was not going to be an effective tactic for ousting 
Saddam, and support for the national liberation struggle of the 
Kurds was dropped. Pleas for U.S. help from leaders of both 
uprisings were ignored. 

In fact it was onlv after a maior international outcrv over the 
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Recently, headlines across the United States have decried the 
plight of Iraq’s Kurdish population. Every day, the front pages 
are filled with stories about the mass-exodus of Kurds into 
Turkey and Iran. Not surprisingly, Saddam Hussein is por¬ 
trayed as the main force behind Kurdish oppression. 

Diverting attention away from Western imperialism as a pri¬ 
mary factor in the Kurdish plight, the cover of a major U.S. 
news weekly featured a picture of a starving Kurdish family 
with the headline ‘Saddam’s Latest Victims.* It should have 
said, ‘U.S.’ latest victims- Again* Much like the Palestinians, 
the Kurds have long been a homeless population. When the 
Ottoman Empire was carved up by Europe, the Kurds were 
denied their land. Instead, Kurdistan (where the Kurds had been 
living) was divided between Iraq, Iran, Syria, and Turkey, leav¬ 
ing the Kurdish populations thoroughly disenfranchised, and 
relegated to ethnic minority status in each of these countries. 
The Kurds have long been fighting for self-determination, and 
have waged a long, and sometimes brutal struggle for autono¬ 
my, particularly in Turkey, and Iraq, where the majority of 
Kurds live. 


U.S. A. 


IRAQ 



Nowadays, while George Bush is busy denouncing Saddam’s 
treatment of the Kurds, he has conveniently forgot how the 
U.S.’s own foreign policy has caused equal suffering and death 
for the Kurdish people. Both Saddam and George are guilty of 
utilizing a dispossessed people for their own political ends. 
Unfortunately, it is the Kurds who are stuck in the middle. 

Although there is some debate about who was responsible for 
particular incidents of chemical attack- some evidence points to 
Iran on more than one occasion- there is no doubt that Hussein 
used chemical weapons to suppress Iraq’s Kurdish population. 
There should be no debate as well, that this was an unjustifi¬ 
able, and horrific act. Likewise there can be little doubt that 
Saddam Hussein is a ruthless and brutal dictator, who has 
repeatedly demonstrated his willingness to use any means to 
destroy his opposition, both internally (the Kurds, Iraq’s majori¬ 
ty Shiite population. The Iraqi Communist Party) and externally 
(the Iran-Iraq war, the invasion of Kuwait). Nevertheless, we 
must not allow George Bush to propagandize on Iraqi aggres¬ 
sion, making himself look like the good guy in the process. 


George’s sudden interest in the Kurds is not out of any love 
for the Kurdish people. In fact, he and the United States gov¬ 
ernment have likewise demonstrated their willingness to sacri¬ 
fice the Kurds- and many others- for their own interests. 
During the Nixon administration, Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger, as a favor to the Shah of Iran, approved CIA covert 
support for the creation of a Kurdish uprising in Iraq. The U.S. 
goal wasn’t for the rebellion to succeed. Instead, it was to aid 
the Shah in the weakening of Saddam Hussein and his Ba’athist 
ruling party. When it became clear the Hussein was willing to 
use any force at his disposal to suppress this uprising, the U.S. 
abandoned the rebellion it created, and sacrificing the lives of 
much of the Kurdish population. (This is all well documented in 
the unpublished, secret Pike Report that has been unearthed 
through the Freedom of Information Act) 

If this all sounds familiar, it should. The above scenario is 
eerily similar to the most recent Kurdish uprising. After the 
U.S.’s vicious slaughter of Iraq, George Bush made a widely 
reported call for Saddam Hussein’s overthrow. He wanted 
Saddam out of power, but for Iraq to remain whole. With U.S. 
support, simultaneous rebellions were launched by the Kurds in 
Northern Iraq, and Shiites in Southern Iraq in the hopes that 
some sort of military coup (by the Iraqi army or the Ba’athist 
Party) over Saddam’s rule would occur. Despite early success¬ 
es, where both forces were able to capture several major cities 
and control huge chunks of Iraq, Hussein was able to thorough¬ 
ly crush both rebellions. Thus, it became apparent that promot¬ 
ing rebellion was not going to be an effective tactic for ousting 
Saddam, and support for the national liberation struggle of the 
Kurds was dropped. Pleas for U.S. help from leaders of both 
uprisings were ignored. 

In fact it was only after a major international outcry over the 
devastation of the Kurdish population that the U.S. continued 
providing any aid to the refugees. This international response 
has caught the U.S. in its own web of capitalizing on the plights 
of other peoples. The U.S. military, the originators of the hype, 
have responded by letting it be known that they are in charge, 
and that they will not tolerate anyone not submitting to that 
control. They railroaded a U.N. plan for a sanctuary region for 
the Kurds, and have reneged on pledges for aid. The American 
press has, of course, portrayed George and the U.S. Military as 
the benign saviors of a Kurdish population devastated by the 
evils of Saddam Hussein. The U.S. murder of 300,000 in Iraq 
is given yet even more justification. 

It is obvious that neither Saddam or George alone are respon¬ 
sible for the refugee status of the Kurdish population. Rather, 
the Kurds have been exploited by the political play-offs of both 
dictators. This capitalization of refugee people must be 
exposed in order to empower Kurdish self-determination, not to 
feed the political egos of our^overrnne^offi^ls^ ^ 
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Several activities are happening to rectify the People’s Park 

situation: 

People’s Park Defense Union: 

A new organisation that meets every week at 4 PM in People’s 
Park. This group deals with ongoing networking, crisis response, and 
articulating a radical position on current People’s Park issues. 

May 19th, Sunday: 

A gathering of the people in defense of People’s Park. A day of 
protest, direct action and solidarity with all the political, social, cultural, and 
human rights movements of the world, working for peace and social justice. 

This is the traditional day of observance of the 1969 riot in which 
James Rector was slain by the Alameda County sheriffs. The past two years 
have seen large street upheavals, forcefully suppressed by mutual aid police 
forces from all over the East Bay. This year a day of music and fun in the park 
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‘‘status quo,” but now the City reimburses the 
University for it’s ‘‘fair share” of Park upkeep expenses. 

Here is the proposed plan that the University has thought 


•courts will cover 40% of the grassy (UC owned) portion of the Park 
•the courts will be off-limits to nonstudents from 10-4pm daily. 

•the courts are surrounded by a 8’-12’ chain link fence, to ‘‘protect the Park” 

•the courts are to be dug into Park, at a depth of up to 18*. 

•there will be on-site managers for the hours that the Park is open. 

•toilets will cover the area where the Free Box stands. Toilets are ok — but homeless folks and Park users object to j 
toilets at the ‘‘gateway” to the Park. 

•as of now, no Free Box or stage are in UC’s plans. The stage, if any, would be moved up to the east end of the 
Park. 

•the UC emphasizes that their plan is a result of negotiation with the community and homeless people. We 
don’t know any homeless persons who have negotiated with the UC. * 

•UC wants the Park developed by the time Fall classes start, meaning construction is to begin early this Jf 


Summer. 
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They current management policy has been that of 



(broadcasted over KPFB) and decided lo occupy the City 
building overnight. About 75 stayed, presenting a list of 
demands, including a call to rescind the Lease vote, a public 
hearing on the Park (there have been none), and user development of 
the Park. Michael Brown, the City Manager, came up with an idea not on 

our list, COPS!!!! Eight people were arrested and taken to jail for the evening, 
charged with rioting! 

\ \ A few weeks later, the Regents, as expected, voted to approve the lease. The also took the 

IV liberty of changing it to give them full veto power on anything having to do with the Park. Many 
of them simultaneously expressed their “druthers’’(i.e. wishes) that student housing be built on the 
• ^ 1 park. (Do you have to know anything to become a regent?) 

SITUATION STILL BLEAK FOR SOUTHSIDE HOMELESS y | 

Berkeley’s Southside continues to face the wrath of UC Cops. While all the students were on . * 
Winter break. Chancellor Tien directed his cops to go to People’s Park and remove the Free 
Box. Now we are talking about a box that people donate clothes in, not a terrorist center in the? 
middle of the Park. The Free Box has been around for over 20 years to 
provide warm clothing and blankets for people who need them. 

So the Cops took the box, and the people rebuilt it. And 


•jam£s rector. 

. 1945 - 1969 


"...Jamee Sector 
. gaiv the policeman 
aiming at hie face. 

He turned hie 
backend began to 
run; he wae too 
\ate. Three peiiete 
caught him in the 
\n\fjpx left bach, 










Thi: 




heart 
This le. 


is d e . 


Hi 


'*th 


Ujy 


° te<1 an 


oldi 




'°Uing aVes * 
J * e die Ve „ 

>'erJ^ 

«ore aJt , 


te «ru, 


P/ace in ,» 

^'dyh 


c don 


of 


my 


how ca°nr bting ’dysejf 

*iUi n, 1 ^st ^oiv 

^fan^o^ 


(°v er 


re^n 


fO/j 




ter 


3 4), 


% 


; /0 ^,e e 


'you? 


do 


Several activities are happening to rectify the People’s P; 




you 


see 


'ark 


Several activities are happening to rectify the People’s 

situation: 

People’s Park Defense Union: 

A new organisation that meets every week at 4 PM in People’s 
Park. This group deals with ongoing networking, crisis response, and 
articulating a radical position on current People’s Park issues. 

May 19th, Sunday: 

A gathering of the people in defense of People’s Park. A day of 
protest, direct action and solidarity with all the political, social, cultural, and 
human rights movements of the world, working for peace and social justice. 

This is the traditional day of observance of the 1969 riot in which 
James Rector was slain by the Alameda County sheriffs. The past two years 
have seen large street upheavals, forcefully suppressed by mutual aid police 
forces from all over the East Bay. This year a day of music and fun in the park 
is scheduled, along with speak out and direct action within the park. 

Summer of Resistance: 

As the situation draws toward confrontation, both sides look at the 
summer, when most students, and many other concerned people, will be ou‘ 
of town. The University has stated that its sports courts will be operational by 
the beginning of the fall semester. 

We need your help- join us this May, June, July, whenever it 
happens. There will be bulldozers, fences, and cops- and need hundreds, 
thousands of people to stand firm in defense of People’s Park. Only by 
uniting will we SAVE THE PARK! 

Freedom lovers, hippies, artists, poets, homeless persons, parents, 
disabled, anti-amerikans, radicals, musicians, wayfarers, anarchists, freaky- 
types, dispossessed, disgruntled, people with attitudes, whoever you are 
wherever you are, COME TO PEOPLE’S PARK THIS SUMMER! 
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Columbus Day (Oct. 12), 1992, will mark 500 years of 
oppression and genocide against Native American people. 

Large-scale organizing is under way by the Native 
American community (including all the Americas) to 
counter the so-called “celebration” that is being planned 
here in the Bay Area establishment. According to Bob 
Castillo of the International Indian Treaty Council (ITTC), 
the Bay Area will be alive with indigenous activity and 
protest.” Natives from all the Americas will descend upon 
San Francisco in ‘92 for their own type of “celebration.” 

For more information, contact the ITTC at: 

710 Clayton Street 
San Francisco, CA 94117 
(415) 566-0251 
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status quo,” but now the City reimburses the 
University for it s fair share” of Park upkeep expenses. 

Here is the proposed plan that the University has thought 


•courts will cover 40% of the grassy (UC owned) portion of the Park 
•the courts will be off-limits to nonstudents from 10-4pm daily. 

•the courts are surrounded by a 8’-12’ chain link fence, to “protect the Park” 

•the courts are to be dug into Park, at a depth of up to 18’. 

•there will be on-site managers for the hours that the Park is open. f g \ 


•toilets will cover the area where the Free Box stands. Toilets are ok — but homeless folks and Park users object to 
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toilets at the “gateway” to the Park. 

•as of now, no Free Box or stage are in UC’s plans. The stage, if any, would be moved up to the east end of the 
Park. 

•the UC emphasizes that their plan is a result of negotiation with the community and homeless people. We 
don’t know any homeless persons who have negotiated with the UC. 

•UC wants the Park developed by the time Fall classes start, meaning construction is to begin early this jf 
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When the City Council voted on the lease the first 
time, they passed it with amendments proposed by | 
the People s Park Council. These amendments \ y 
guaranteed that the Free Box, the bulletin ' ^ 

board, and the stage would not be removed, ^ 
and also that a volleyball court would be 
either a sandpit or just poles in the ground, 

NOT CONCRETE. These seemed reasonable 
enough, but not to Tien. The word from the 
University was “rubber stamp the lease or 
else...” The UC sent the lease back, with 
veiled threats to build dorms on the Park 
— even though UC won’t have the 
funds to do that for at least 5 years. 
Apologizing for the inconvenience, 
the City Council went back the next 
week and meekly approved the 
original lease, as they were told. 

After they voted, however, the 
entire City Council was forced to 
flee after angry Park supporters, a 
hundred strong, stormed the 
council chambers and took over 
the meeting. It was quite a 
spectacle. Once the 

Councilmembers left their seats, 
they weren’t able to return. The 
people carried on a meeting 
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(broadcasted over KPFB) and decided to occupy the City 
building overnight. About 75 stayed, presenting a list of 
demands, including a call to rescind the Lease vote, a public 
hearing on the Park (there have been none), and user development of 
the Park. Michael Brown, the City Manager, came up with an idea not on 

our list, COPS!!!! Eight people were arrested and taken to jail for the evening, 
charged with rioting! 

\ \ A few weeks later, the Regents, as expected, voted to approve the lease. The also took the 

ij libefty of changing it to give them full veto power on anything having to do with the Park. Many 
"L of them simultaneously expressed their “druthers”(i.e. wishes) that student housing be built on the 
* ^ 1 park. (Do you have to know anything to become a regent?) 

SITUATION STILL BLEAK FOR SOUTHSIDE HOMELESS 

Berkeley’s Southside continues to face the wrath of UC Cops. While all the students were on 
Winter break, Chancellor Tien directed his cops to go to People’s Park and remove the Free 
Box. Now we are talking about a box that people donate clothes in, not a terrorist center in the; 
middle of the Park. The Free Box has been around for over 20 years to 
provide warm clothing and blankets for people who need them. 

So the Cops took the box, and the people rebuilt it. And 
the cops took it again, and the people rebuilt it and 
stood vigil by it all night for two weeks. In totr 1 
six boxes were built, the last one remaining . . U/C'Z) Prt tJS 

intact. The University finally gave in /vAU WtLn\Q\ 

allowing the box to stay, if it remained 
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clean. The problem is that they get to define 
clean. 

The Cops have already reverted back 
to taking people’s possessions. On 
February 7, UC Cops came in and 
took anything that people were not 
sitting on or holding. By law 
they are obligated to hold it for 
30 days to allow people time to 
claim it. The reality is that 
the cops throw the stuff 
away, claiming it is trash! 

The new People’s 
Park lease includes 
wonderful tidbits including 
the possibility for both UC 
and Berkeley Cops to 
patrol the park. The plan 
for improvements in the 
park allots up to $300,000 a 
year. Obviously some of 
this money will go for 
recreational facilities, but 
will the rest be to provide 
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A “legal demonstration and civil disobedience” at Concord Naval Weapons Station sponsored by the Pledge of 

Resistance burst into a spon¬ 
taneous direct action festival, as participants buried cardboard coffins, spray painted everything, walked further onto the base 
than activists ever had at a demonstration, and disabled a section of railroad track. 

The Concord Naval Weapons Station, about twenty miles notheast of Berkeley,is where munitions are shipped all 
over the Pacific Ocean area, and is the source of many shipments to the Middle-East. Near the main gate of the base, munitions 
cross a road, called Port Chicago Highway, on route from the base to the Naval docks on Suisan bay. Protests have been 

conducted there since the Viet-Nam war.During a protest against U.S. policy in Central America on Sept. 1, 1987, activist Brian 
Willson lost both his legs below the knee when the navy tried to run a loaded munitions train through a non-violent blockade. A 
few days later, 10,000 people demonstrated at the tracks, and the tracks at the crossing were tom from their bedding. Since that 
time, for almost four years, a 24 hour blockade has persisted at the Port Chicago crossing. 

The Febuary 16 demonstaton against the Persian Gulf war started with a march down Port Chicago highway, past a 
small group of counterdemonstrators. Banners represented a wide sprectrum of the anti-war movemnet, including a large group 
from QUENCH, the anti-war focus group of Queer Nation. Food Not Bombs served food as many at the conclusion of the 
march. As demonstators arrived at the Weapon Station front lawn, some persons marched to the front gate of the station for the 
scheduled tresspassing civil disobedience. As many demonstators stayed at the gate, without arrest or threat of arrest, the focus 
of the demonstration, that is, the sound system and speakers, was moved near the gate. 

As this was happening, many people were hanging leaflets all overe the fence, and digging holes to place coffins. An 
unbelievable spraypainting session followed, as people of all ages painted sysbols and slogans over the entire parking lot, the 
bus shelter, and the front wall. 

Surrounded by fences on one side and a crowd listening to speeches on the other, a large group of people started t< 
work on the infamous tracks. People used loose railroad ties as crowbars, and attempted to use various other local objects as 
tools.. As the speeches ended, the workers succeeded in disconnecting a section of rail. 

The crowd came together and marched to their vehicles. No ong was arrested that day. 
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summer, when most students, and many other concerned people, will be ou' 
of town. The University has stated that its sports courts will be operational by 
the beginning of the fall semester. 

We need your help- join us this May, June, July, whenever it 
happens. There will be bulldozers, fences, and cops- and need hundreds, 
thousands of people to stand firm in defense of People’s Park. Only by 
uniting will we SAVE THE PARK! 

Freedom lovers, hippies, artists, poets, homeless persons, parents, 
disabled, anti-amerikans, radicals, musicians, wayfarers, anarchists, freaky- 
types, dispossessed, disgruntled, people with attitudes, whoever you are, 
wherever you are, COME TO PEOPLE’S PARK THIS SUMMER! 






Columbus Day (Oct. 12), 1992, will mark 500 years of 
oppression and genocide against Native American people. 

Large-scale organizing is under way by the Native 
American community (including all the Americas) to 
counter the so-called “celebration” that is being planned 
here in the Bay Area establishment. According to Bob 
Castillo of the International Indian Treaty Council (ITTC), 
“the Bay Area will be alive with indigenous activity and 
protest.” Natives from all the Americas will descend upon 
San Francisco in ‘92 for their own type of “celebration.” 

For more information, contact the ITTC at: 

710 Clayton Street 
San Francisco, CA 94117 
( 415 ) 566-0251 
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and also that a volleyball court would be 
either a sandpit or just poles in the ground, 

NOT CONCRETE. These seemed reasonable 
enough, but not to Tien. The word from the 
University was “rubber stamp the lease or 
else...” The UC sent the lease back, with 
veiled threats to build dorms on the Park 
— even though UC won’t have the 
funds to do that for at least 5 years. 
Apologizing for the inconvenience, 
the City Council went back the next 
week and meekly approved the 
original lease, as they were told. 

After they voted, however, the 
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flee after angry Park supporters, a 
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they are obligated to hold it for 
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A “legal demonstration and civil disobedience’’ at Concord Naval Weapons Station sponsored by the Pledge of 
Resistance burst into a spon¬ 
taneous direct action festival, as participants buried cardboard coffins, spray painted everything, walked further onto the base 
than activists ever had at a demonstration, and disabled a section of railroad track. 

The Concord Naval Weapons Station, about twenty miles notheast of Berkeley.is where munitions are shipped all 
over the Pacific Ocean area, and is the source of many shipments to the Middle-East. Near the main gate of the base, munitions 
cross a road, called Port Chicago Highway, on route from the base to the Naval docks on Suisan bay. Protests have been 

conducted there since the Viet-Nam war.During a protest against U.S. policy in Central America on Sept. 1, 1987, activist Brian 
Willson lost both his legs below the knee when the navy tried to run a loaded munitions train through a non-violent blockade. A 
few days later, 10,000 people demonstrated at the tracks, and the tracks at the crossing were tom from their bedding. Since that 
time, for almost four years, a 24 hour blockade has persisted at the Port Chicago crossing. 

The Febuary 16 demonstaton against the Persian Gulf war started with a march down Port Chicago highway, past a 
small group of counterdemonstrators. Banners represented a wide sprectrum of the anti-war movemnet, including a large group 
from QUENCH, the anti-war focus group of Queer Nation. Food Not Bombs served food as many at the conclusion of the 
march. As demonstators arrived at the Weapon Station front lawn, some persons marched to the front gate of the station for the 
scheduled tresspassing civil disobedience. As many demonstators stayed at the gate, without arrest or threat of arrest, the focus 
of the demonstration, that is, the sound system and speakers, was moved near the gate. 

As this was happening, many people were hanging leaflets all overe the fence, and digging holes to place coffins. An 
unbelievable spraypainting session followed, as people of all ages painted sysbols and slogans over the entire parking lot, the 
bus shelter, and the front wall. ^ 

Surrounded by fences on one side and a crowd listening to speeches on the other, a large group of people started tol^^ 


work on the infamous tracks. People used loose railroad ties as crowbars, and attempted to use various other local objects as 
tools.. As the speeches ended, the workers succeeded in disconnecting a section of rail. 

The crowd came together and marched to their vehicles. No on£ was arrested that day. 
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UC’s Plans for People’s Park 

Slingshot sources have uncovered UC Berkeley’s undisclosed plans 
for People’s Park. The plan includes tearing up and transforming half 
of the grass of the Park into fenced basketball and volleyball courts. 

They plan to begin construction in early Summer, when students are 
gone. UC Plans also include the formation of a powerless “advisory 
committee” designed to project a facade of “user development” when in 
fact the UC will have 100% control over every aspect of Park Policy. 

The lease stipulates that a commission be formed to discuss the rules 
regarding People’s Park. Both the University and city will assign 9 
members to the USE (Use, Standards and Evaluation) advisory committee. It 
will be made up of students, school officials and community members, but the 
committee will have no power. They are only commissioned to discuss rules, 
evaluate the success and analyze. They are no^ designing or planning anything, and 
Chancellor Tien and the University have veto^gower over any recommendations they 
might produce. As can be expected, liberals among Park “supporters” (i.e. People’s Park 
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Council, City representatives), are clamoring to geuiiemselves onto the USE committee. 

The lease was officially signed March 22. They current management policy has been that of 
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“status quo,” but now the City reimburses the 
University for it’s “fair share” of Park upkeep expenses. 

Here is the proposed plan that the University has thought 


•courts will cover 40% of the grassy (UC owned) portion of the Park 
•the courts will be off-limits to nonstudents from 10-4pm daily, 
ourts are surrounded by a 8’-12* chain link fence, to “protect the Park” 
pth of up to 18’. 
its that the Park is open. 

Box stands. Toilets are ok — but homeless folks and Park users object to 
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When the City Council voted oh the lease the first 
time, they passed it with amendments proposed by | 

the People’s Park Council. These amendments \ ^ 

guaranteed that the Free Box, the bulletin ^ \ 

board, and the stage would not be removed, ^ 

and also that a volleyball court would be 
either a sandpit or just poles in the ground, 

NOT CONCRETE. These seemed reasonable 
enough, but not to Tien. The word from the 
University was “rubber stamp the lease or 
else...” The UC sent the lease back, with 
veiled threats to build dorms on the Park 
— even though UC won’t have the 
funds to do that for at least 5 years. 
Apologizing for the inconvenience, 
the City Council went back the next 
week and meekly approved the 
original lease, as they were told. 
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stood vigil by it all night for two weeks. In tot; 
six boxes were built, the last one remaining 
intact. The University finally gave in 
allowing the box to stay, if it remained 
clean. The problem is that they get to define 
clean. 

The Cops have already reverted back 
to taking people’s possessions. On 
February 7, UC Cops came in and 
took anything that people were not 
sitting on or holding. By law 
they are obligated to hold it for 
30 days to allow people time to 
claim it. The reality is that 
the cops throw the stuff 
away, claiming it is trash! 
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•courts will cover 40% of the grassy (UC owned) portion of the Park 
•the courts will be off-limits to nonstudents from 10-4pm daily. 

•the courts are surrounded by a 8’-12’ chain link fence, to “protect the Park” 
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enough, but not to Tien. The word from the 
University was “rubber stamp the lease or 
else...” The UC sent the lease back, with 
veiled threats to build dorms on the Park 
— even though UC won’t have the 
funds to do that for at least 5 years. 
Apologizing for the inconvenience, 
the City Council went back the next 
week and meekly approved the 
original lease, as they were told. 
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the meeting. It was quite a 
spectacle. Once the 

Councilmembers left their seats, 
they weren’t able to return. The 
people carried on a meeting 



demands, including a call to rescind the Lease vote, a p 
hearing on the Park (there have been none), and user devek 
the Park. Michael Brown, the City Manager, came up with 
our list, COPS!!!! Eight people were arrested and taker 
charged with rioting! 

\ \ A few weeks later, the Regents, as expec 

if libefty of changing it to give them full veto pow 
of them simultaneously expressed their “druther: 
‘ 1 1 park. (Do you have to know anything to become 
SITUATION STILL BLEAK FOR SOUTH! 

Berkeley’s Southside continues to face the 1 
Winter break. Chancellor Tien directed his o 
Box. Now we are talking about a box that pe< 
middle of the Park. The Free Box has bee 
provide warm clothing and blankets for peopl 
So the Cops took the box, and the people rebui 
the cops took it again, and the people rebuilt it 
stood vigil by it all night for two weeks. In totr 1 
six boxes were built, the last one remaining 
intact. The University finally gave in 


allowing the box to stay, if it remained 
clean. The problem is that they get to define 
clean. 

The Cops have already reverted back 
to taking people’s possessions. On 
February 7, UC Cops came in and 
took anything that people were not 
sitting on or holding. By law 
they are obligated to hold it for 
30 days to allow people time to 
claim it. The reality is that 
the cops throw the stuff 4 

away, claiming it is trash! 

The new People’s 

Park lease includes ^ 

wonderful tidbits including 

the possibility for both UC 

and Berkeley Cops to 

patrol the park. The plan 

for improvements in the 

park allots up to $300,000 a ^ 

year. Obviously some of 

this money will go for ft 

recreational facilities, but 

will the rest be to provide 
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*jPS espite the tide of the recent article in Slingshot, I still feel 
compelled for some odd reason to keep m touch with the 
paper, I guess I believe that there are a lot of readers of 
Slingshot who would really get into East Bay Queer Nation if 
they gave it a chance* and i also wish mote queer ‘leftists’ and 
anarchists wotiid come out and stpd up for queer issues. This 
is a challenge to all of you Come out, come out wherever you 
are, we need you and you need uslll 

By the way, the actual contents of the article entitled* “Queer is 
Not Enough/* were quite thipui$lt^^ ihterestihg,: 

and were spoken by someone who sounded like sort of & 
peripheral.inaider who really had the best interests of the 
community in mind. Nothing in the article referred to the 
arrogant assertion that, “ Queer is Not Enough,” and it has been 
tmioted that the title was added by some members of the 
editorial staff, 

>|^nywiy*;^^ : ::^^^y : er originated the titje, f;i|hst want ypu to 
know, of cute, i| was hompphpbic, and if; 

yob guys want to keep your queer leadership you; better cut 
that shit pronto. None of the queer people thought it was funny 
or clever^ dunk, which is thin as suie as 

the left is sexist and racist, it’s honmphobic too, and we ? re isick 
of putting energy imo your publications when you use ours to 
wipe your asses with. 

As • someone ^ho had just taken whafl saw. as sort of * mk by 
writing an article in the “ Women’s/* issue of Slingshot 
entitled, “Queer," which was basically a personal account of 
what it's like queer in this area, the title, “Queer is Not 
Enough/’ appieaTing in the following (“menV’?} issue struck 
me as pretty insensitive if not an outright attack. And I think 
that if you guys want a queer readership, you ought to think 
about the fact that the title itself was extremely homophobic- 
whcre the hell does a straight paper get off telling us what is 
and what isn’t, “enough/’?- but also on top qf th& it looked like 
a reference to the article that I wrote, which was Writtenin an 
attempt to point out the insidious ways in which the B«nkbley 
scene promotes violent queer- bashing. 

In hopes that there are still some people reading this who know 
that queer is \vhat they are, and who dqq ’t give; a sliit : if 
someone thinks that's not” enough’* here are bur upcoming 
events: 

Regular meetings of East Bay Queer Nation are 
Monday Night at: 6:30 at the Brick Hut Cafe, which is at 3222 
Adeline Ave. in Oakland. All queer identified people (and 
their children) are welcome. This space is wheel Chair 
accessible 

OQ|i|: .! 


women’s focus group of East Bay Queer Nation, has started 
meeting every Sunday night at 6:30 at die Pacific Center, 

| 2712 Telegraph Ave. in Berkeley. We are just starting 

out, and ; ;Wp : ; welcome |||;queer- identified women, despite the 
title, which is clever but not inclusive (our first big discussion 
: ;wa$ whether r we should .change it to’ ’ include the word 
bisexual and that discussion continues). : • 

; Some of our other foods groups are an Outreach Committee, 
and a Media Outrage Committee (which is working on the 
Blockbuster thing and has been fiyering Silence of the Lambsl 
: QXJENCH (Queers United to End Needless Carnage Hastily) an 
ami- war group that has been a clear and visible contingent at 
some pf the anti- war demos- most recently the one at the 
Concord Naval Weapons Station, and a few other focus groups 
which meet sporadically to deal with things that come up. We 
are always ready to start new focus groups and welcome input 
from any queers who want to come in and make something 
happen. 

We are planning an action in response to th;e : faqt that 
Bloc&husier Video is censoring NC-I7 movies, because of 
pressure from fundamentalist groups who threaten to boycott if 
they didn’t take them off the shelves, (fifany of the films are so 
rated because they; have explicit gay : sexual themes.) We 
haven’t figured out what we’re doing yet, so the sooner you get 
involved, the sooner we can make the kind of fun, rowdy action 
> by some gay students at 

UCB to do a couple of much needed actions there. 

Some of us are working with a coalition 
called Cop watch to address police 
violence against minority groups. 

Also we seem to be interacting more 
arid more with CUAV { 

Community United Against 
Violence), 

If you want any more 
information, and/or want to hear a 
very succinct explanation about 
what the group is about, please call 
the East Bay Queer Nation Hotline: 

464-3072. 

In closing, I would like to say that I am writing 
this as one m^ividual who is a member of East Bay Queer 
Nation and who wants to put out some info, that I know to the 
Slingshot readership, not as any kind of representative of the 
group. b y H g m ;j h 

As fr* author of the article, "Queer Is Not Enough," 
l feel that t need to answer some of the questions that this 



article brought up. First, the 
origin of the title is a: fittie 
(Wnvah aedybtfi* although I never 
U asiih&beadtwe, f will 
take responsibility for it. the term tyteerf has certain 
S: connotations to me, that go beyond Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual 
identity* / never made these connotations clear in'fffe' article, 
and bftmwfottunate amount of ambiguity As for the cements 
of the article^ due to technical errors, the first draft of my 
article appeared in the paper, which was quite different from 
|g:jfeg final draft. Persontx$y 4 } hft*e a tat of problems with the 
II attic Has it appeared, but that is neither here nor therefor this 
issue . 

Where t diverge with the author is on her contention that 1- 
Slingshot £ U Straight paper, and that 2- we are out ef touch 
§1 ^tfa^ereommmiiy* Most^^prmnt staffofSlingshot 
II m ?****"' Ax t am fairly new to bath jtft* Bay Area, and to 
Slingshot* $ have to plead ignorance of Slingshot* s past 
relationship with the queer community. When f first got 
invoked with Slingshot I was impressed with it's queerness , 
That tsprn qfwhy / wrote the article .(Here f need to be fair to 

was in relationship to QN New York, and that was made clear 
in the final version of the article} I think that Slingshot Is in 
touch with the queer community, or l should say a queer 
community . Several qf our members have been involved in 
queer activism , including both QN and ACT-UP, for some 
time ♦ J do not feel that it was mtellmg ym anything. I feel that, 
asa meatier of the queer community, 1 was addressing the very 
real problems with queer activism , and the queer community . 

Slingshot is not an expressly queer paper, we're not 
expressly much, and / definitely feet that 
Sunshine Smith's criticisms of us should be 
taken seriously . Recently we have been 
struggling with our identity, and trying to 
deal with our shttf see related article). 
This includes, dealing better with queer 
issues ft for one want to see Slingshot 
become queerer. 

Ijdsq yvafU to be very cUar that the title, 
"Queer is not Enough / was not an attack, 
nor even a reference id Sunshine 
Smith's,"Queer- article. Ar;/Ae;; 

article, J hadn't even read that article* We are now 
operating on a tnbre (fffieiftlve basts, especially in 
regards to editorial decisions- like headlines- so such an 
oversight hopefully will be avoided in the future. 

to any ope who felt that the title was 
homophobia It was meant to challenge th^peer community to 
deal with its sexism, is racism, and its classism, just as 
Slingshot needs to deal with these issues, as well as it's 
fHterdsCxism- Stay Queer. : 




what it’s like to be queer in this area, the title, "Queer 1 $ Not 
Enoiigh; •' a^jeariTig in the foliow&i^ ( < ‘mc«V , ?> issue $tm& 
me as pretty insensitive if not afr outright attack. Md J think 
that if you gnya want a queer reMership, you ought to think 
about the fact that the title itself was extremely homophotac- 
where the heil does a straight paper get off telling us what is 
and what isn't, “enough"?? hut also on top of that it looked like 
a reference to the article that 1 wrote, w|qch was vvritten in an 
attempt to point out the insidious ways in which the Berkeley 
scene promotes violent queer- bashing. ; 

In hopes that there are still some people reading this who know 
that queer is what they are, and who don't give a shit if 
someone thinks that's not 44 enough* here are our upcoming 
events: 

Regular meetings of East Bay Queer Nation are 
Monday Night at 6:30 at the Brick Hut Cafe, which is at 3222 
Adeline Ave. in Oakland. All queer identified people (and 
their children) are welcome. This space is wheel chair 
accessible 
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called Cop watch to address police 

violence against minority groups. 

Also we seem to be interacting more 
and more with CUAV < 

Community United Against 
Violence), 

If you want any more 
information, and/or want to hear a 
very succinct explanation about 
what the group is about, please call 
the East Bay Queer Nation Hotline; 

464-3072.. 

In closing, I would like; tb; Say that I am writing 
this as one individual who is a member of East Bay Queer 
Nation and who wants to put out some info, that I know to the 
Sling$hot readership, not as any kind of representative of the 

groupi h y s Smith 

Response; As the author of the article, u Queer Is Not Enough,” 
1 feel that / need to answer some of the questions that this 



"**•**«. | ur firm t J t ft i l THAI 

Sunshine Smith's criticisms of us should be 
taken seriously _ Recently we have been 
struggling with our identity, and trying to 
deal with our shlt( see related article ). 
This includes, dealing better with queer 
issues , / for one want to see Slingshot 
become queerer . 

falsa want to be very char that the title, 
"Queer is not Enough,* was not an attack, 
nor even a reference to Sunshine 
Smith's"Queer” article. At the time J wrote my 
article, f hadn't even read that; article, We am now 
operating : on a more \ collective basis r especially: in 
regards to editorial decisions- like headlines- so such an 
oversight hopefully will be avoided in the future. 

FinallyJ ward to apologize to anyone who felt that the title was 
homophobic . It was meant to challenge the queer community to 
deal with its sexism , is racism, and its classism, just as 
Slingshot needs to deal wi th these issues, as well as it's 
heterosexism. Stay Queer. 




It has been said that empires in decline provide 
bread and circuses as diversions for the population 
to turn them away from the internal rot, but this 
time around it’s going to be the circus of the Gulf 
War, as bread becomes increasingly scarce for 
many. Viewed from the vantage point of Detroit, 
this becomes evident when General Motors and 
Ford announce their largest quarterly loss in 
history and GM plans closings for nine auto 
plants, laying off tens of thousands of workers. 

Or, when the Salvation Army in Detroit has 3,000 
people standing in line on a bitterly cold morning 


hopelessness for what the future augurs. Even the 
U.S. life expectancy rate has dropped 
continuously over the last four years as AIDS 
health care budgets have been continuously cut. 

As it is, income distribution, heavily skewed to 
begin with by racial considerations, saw the top 
20% of U.S. households gain wealth by 14% in 
the 1980s whereas those in the bottom 80% stayed 
the even. These figures, though belie an increase 
in poverty among the lowest rung of famthey 
owned no assets. Overall white households had an 
average networth of $43,280, a figure ten times 
the average of black and hispanic families. 
(Figures are from the government General 
Accounting Office.) 

As I write. 


Twe war 
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the smoke of 
battle lifting 
in the Persian 
Gulf, but only 
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j. unchecked. 


waiting for food baskets, one knows the poor will 
not be part of the New World Order except as its 
barely maintained wards. 

However, amidst the wreckage, the richest 


Even as the 
wreckage 
created by the 
great imperial 
war machine 


justice £or janitors ffff 


In the late afternoon of Friday, April 5th, the janitors who clean the offices 
in the Student Union, and the sports building staged a one hour work stopage. They 
are currently in contract negotiations with International Service Systems, a huge 
janitorial contractor, who hold a contract from ASUC. The workers’ contact whith SSI 
ran out on March 31st, when they rejected a ISS offer which only granted 65 cents 
worth of raises over three years. Currently, janitors make on average $5.35 hr., with 
very minimal benefits. This past week (4-7-91) ISS issued a new offer that a union 
rep, described as ‘even worse' than the old offer. The union that represents the 
janitors- the Service Employees International Union Local 1877- is formulating a 
strategy that will increase pressure on ISS, while minimalizing their workers* risk of 
losing their jobs.(As their rep. told me, “There are a lot of people willing to take their 
jobs."). 

The workers here are in a tough spot. The decline in strength of the labor 
movement- due to the brutal repression during the Ragan Years, coupled with the 
capitulation of the entrenched labor bureaucracy has left the working class, 
particularly people of color and women- in an increasingly vulnerable position. The 
strikers outside of Eshleman were all people of color, and mostly women. Their 
struggle is compounded by the racist and sexist nature of all of american society- 
including the working class, and especially mainstream unions. 

Contract negotiations are at a stand still. This issue goes well beyond 
ASUC. ISS holds contracts with huge multi- nationals like Bank of America and 
Chevron- both riding high off of the slaughter for oil. Although ISS pays the workers, 
it is the contractors like ASUC and BOA who have the most control over the wages. 
Pressure needs to be exerted at the source- that means ASUC in this case- to grant 
these workers a living wage and basic benefits. We must stand in solidarity with the 
janitors. 


stands exposed, the image of the great destroyer is 
giving way to another phase of the capitalist 
cycle—reconstruction. 

American and international enmoratinns are. 
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Things are heating up in El Salvador. Right now the most important round of peace 
talks is taking place between the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) 





















It has been said that empires in decline provide 
bread and circuses as diversions for the population 
to turn them away from the internal rot, but this 
time around it’s going to be the circus of the Gulf 
War, as bread becomes increasingly scarce for 
many. Viewed from the vantage point of Detroit, 
this becomes evident when General Motors and 
Ford announce their largest quarterly loss in 
history and GM plans closings for nine auto 
plants, laying off tens of thousands of workers. 

Or, when the Salvation Army in Detroit has 3,000 
people standing in line on a bitterly cold morning 


hopelessness for what the future augurs. Even the 
U.S. life expectancy rate has dropped 
continuously over the last four years as AIDS 
health care budgets have been continuously cut. 

As it is, income distribution, heavily skewed to 
begin with by racial considerations, saw the top 
20% of U.S. households gain wealth by 14% in 
the 1980s whereas those in the bottom 80% stayed 
the even. These Figures, though belie an increase 
in poverty among the lowest rung of famthey 
owned no assets. Overall white households had an 
average networth of $43,280, a figure ten times 
the average of black and hispanic families. 
(Figures are from the government General 
Accounting Office.) 
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waiting for food baskets, one knows the poor will 
not be part of the New World Order except as its 
barely maintained wards. 

However, amidst the wreckage, the richest 
sector of the population managed to increase their 
wealth at the expense of the working class and 
poor. One can almost trace percentage point by 
percentage point the looting of wealth from the 
poor by the rich as one examines the statistics of 
advance and decline of each class. The fact that 
the upper 10% only enriched themselves to the 
extent they did had less to do with restraint and 
more to do with the flight of wealth to foreign 
bondholders. 

Also, as financial speculation replaced domestic 
investment and whole industries exited the 
industrial cities of the Northeast and Midwest for 
Mexico and Asia, this left a once relatively 
prosperous working class in a state of penury. 
This has produced a skyrocketing unemployment, 
a physical deterioration of the cities, thousands of 
homeless people, and a desperate sense of 


unchecked. 
Even as the 
wreckage 
created by the 
great imperial 
war machine 
stands exposed, the image of the great destroyer is 
giving way to another phase of the capitalist 
cycle—reconstruction. 

American and international corporations are 
drooling at the prospect of multi-billion dollar 
contracts to repair the war damage done to Kuwait 
by Iraq and the U.S. Perrenial war profiteer like 
GM and the construction giant, Bechtel, along 
with numerous other companies will reap a 
fortune in profits in the war’s aftermath. 

Bush’s political gamble in the Persian Gulf may 

have a short term pay off for him and the social 

agenda he hopes it defines. It remains to be seen 

whether Lincoln’s dictum stating that all of the 

people can’t be fooled all of the time will hold 

true in the coming period. For those of us outside 

the ugly consensus of war triumphalism, never has 

it been more imperative to maintain our projects 

and our communities based on resistance to the 

New World Order. , , A 

—stolen and 

slashed from Fifth Estate (vol.26, no.l)-4632 
Second Ave., Detroit, 48201 


In the late afternoon of Friday, April 5 th, the janitors who clean the offices 
in the Student Union, and the sports building staged a one hour work stopage. They 
are currently in contract negotiations with International Service Systems, a huge 
janitorial contractor, who hold a contract from ASUC. The workers’ contact whith SSI 
ran out on March 31st, when they rejected a ISS offer which only granted 65 cents 
worth of raises over three years. Currently, janitors make on average $5.35 hr., with 
very minimal benefits. This past week (4-7-91) ISS issued a new offer that a union 
rep, described as ‘even worse* than the old offer. The union that represents the 
janitors- the Service Employees International Union Local 1877- is formulating a 
strategy that will increase pressure on ISS, while minimalizing their workers’ risk of 
losing their jobs.(As their rep. told me, “There are a lot of people willing to take their 
jobs.’’). 


The workers here are in a tough spot. The decline in strength of the labor 
movement- due to the brutal repression during the Ragan Years, coupled with the 
capitulation of the entrenched labor bureaucracy has left the working class, 
particularly people of color and women- in an increasingly vulnerable position. The 
strikers outside of Eshleman were all people of color, and mostly women. Their 
struggle is compounded by the racist and sexist nature of all of american society- 
including the working class, and especially mainstream unions. 

Contract negotiations are at a stand still. This issue goes well beyond 
ASUC. ISS holds contracts with huge multi- nationals like Bank of America and 
Chevron- both riding high off of the slaughter for oil. Although ISS pays the workers, 
it is the contractors like ASUC and BOA who have the most control over the wages. 
Pressure needs to be exerted at the source- that means ASUC in this case- to grant 
these workers a living wage and basic benefits. We must stand in solidarit y with the 
janitors. 
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Things are heating up in El Salvador. Right now the most important round of peace 
talks is taking place between the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) 
and the Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA) in Mexico City. Meanwhile, the 
Bush Administration is actively working to destroy the peace accords by supporting 
the ultra-right fascists in El Salvador and by blocking some members of Congress’ 
attempts to cut military aid. 

General Colin Powell, head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, threatened military 
intervention on April 9 when, according to the United Press International (UPI), he 
warned of the possibility of a “Persian Gulf style solution’* to El Salvador’s civil war if 
the ongoing U.N.-sponsored negotiations do not bear fruit. 

The exact text of what he said is disputed. It was reported by SALPRESS, a 
Spanish speaking wire service, as “if necessary, it (the Salvadoran conflict) can be 
resolved the way it was in the Persian Gulf.” However, according to the official 
transcript published by the Joint Chiefs of Staff he said: “We believe that in this new 
world order that President Bush has spoken about, the way to resolve conflicts is 
through negotiation, through discussion among reasonable parties, and not through 
acts of war. What we saw in the Persian Gulf and what was necessary to deter the 
aggression of Saddam Hussein, we hope is not the model to be followed. But at the 
same time, if it becomes necessary to defend freedom, then one must do it.” He made 
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Early in the morifing on Monday, April S crif this 
year* students at the City College of New York 
chained and locked Ihemsdvw 
pus baMag in a protest against ttodget outs and 
tmtion increases. The students called for a school 
wide strike. Within three days other buildings on 
campus were seized The college was effectively 
and then 

the action to protest the proposed $$00 increase in 
tuition and massive educational budget cuts. . ||||‘ 
City College is the Harlem canvas of the City 
University of New York. CUNY is the third 
largest public school system in the United States 
(behind the University of California and the State 
University of New York). There arc || campuses 
located throughout the five boroughs of New 
York City, CUNY consists of both 
four-year colleges and two 
year 

leges. Prior. 

to 1976, 

CUNY 

had a to 

tuition p oi 
icy,- . 

Byjthesec 

protest, 10 
other CUNY 

campuses were 
affected by student- 
unrest and Riding 
take-overs. At four 
of the campuses^ 
inducing tte M & Q. 

€«ater* tnufeats 

aWe to oorepfefely ^htddown theft schools^ In 
fact, the protests had Spread outside the city. 
Student* ait (f&iifelt .Un| vetsity SDNY 

Purchase had also shutdown buildings on their 
campuses because of their own budget complaints, 
CUNY students have also received support from 
labor unions and people of color communrtites. 

The student actions at CUNY can be explained 
by looking at the university's demographics. Over 
60% of the student body are people of color, A 
large number of students have full time jobs and 
raise families. Sixty percent of the students arc 
women. These are not the children of the elite, 
nor are many of ithem from the middle class. They 
are hard working people trying to get a degree to 


I9S9< Similar actions spontaneously occurred at 
several other CUNY campuses. After two weeks 
of protests and a rally attended by 15*000 students 
in downtown Manhattan, the governor backed 
down. Th& Legislature “found” funds to stop the 


|| Tasfyear CUNY r^s^ tuifion $200 and cut 

protests and lindted direct aedore Tfets year, not 
only doc? fire governor propose raising tuition an 
additional $500 and cutting services, he also wants 
to cut financial aid to needy students by $400, 
This would effectively make the tuition increase 
$900 ftxt many students* an enormous 62% 
increase. The $92 million in budget cuts that are 
proposed will result in continued staff and faculty 
lay offs* fewer course offerings, larger class sizes 
- and reductions in services, 
■|^jji;preyipusiyears, stm ' 
• debts wrote letters to the 
governor and jegisla- : 
tors, they rallied and 
lobbied in the state 
capital, and they 
proposed alrerna- 

Ove • Ways of 
funding. The 
intransigence 
of the elected 
officials left 
the students 
with no 

altorna- 

fives. For-the 
third time in three 
years, they have publicized 
light hy seizing property, the 




ones from two years ago. 


acfiwdea bat are Octant tia call hiiheNewYotk 
as the New York 
■: At one school however, 

three amdent protestors. In the process they beat 
an African American female student who la the 
.foariof the studentgovemment, At other CUNY 
schools the pd&ce harass jitipideut protestors by 
driving through campus throughout the day and 
night Some students have been suspended by 
school administrators for their role in the take- 
overs. CUNY. President James P, Murphy land 
Chancellor Ann Reynolds (formerly of the 
California State University) have taken strong 
stances against the student protest* and arc in 


EDUCATION IS A RI6HT 

CONTINUED FROM PACE ONE 

racism, but firing teachers is also an act of 
extreme sexism since the majority of primary 
and secondary level instructors are women. 

In Oakland and Richmond, the racist 
nature of the cuts is made even clearer. Here 
fully enrolled schools have begun closing, 
forcing such overcrowding that some classes 
have to be held in school cafeterias and audi¬ 
toriums. Money is completely unavailable 
for such basic supplies as pens, paper and 
textbooks while a shortage of chairs in 
Oakland means that students there must sit 
on the floor—when space allows. 

Wilson’s planned cut of $224 million in 
Aid to Families with Dependent Children 
(AFDC) means that many students form sin¬ 
gle parent and low income families will 
essentially be denied access to what inade¬ 
quate public education exists as they will be 
forced to join the work force. (The unequal 
distribution of resources along racial lines 
also means that children of color will be the 
main victims of these cuts.) 

For those few who make it through the 
nightmare of public primary and secondary 
education the likelihood of admission, finan¬ 
cial affordability and academic success at 
public universities will be gready reduced. 

Fees are going up by 40% at all U.C.’s, 
20% at Cal State universities, and by 10% at 
community colleges, while at the same time 
affirmative action and financial aid for 
minorities is being reduced. Enrollment at 
U.C. campuses is being cut by 5500, thereby 
displacing at least as many onto both Cal 
State universities and community colleges. 
The effect of this will be catastrophic as both 
the CSU and Community Colleges are 
already reeling from massive cuts in faculty 
and classes forcing such overcrowding thast 
one community college administrator admit¬ 
ted that entry into a Junior College means 
nothing more than “a license to hunt for 
classes” Since these institutions have pro¬ 
vided access to “higher education” to those 
financially excluded from the U.C.’s, this too 
will serve to maintain universities as the 
exclusive domain of the rich and white. 
Similarly, those few services provided at 
universities to counter the effects of inade¬ 
quate high schools and increased retention 
rates are being eliminated, thereby entrench¬ 
ing the advantages of the wealthy and privi¬ 
leged. 


If seven major loopholes were eliminated 
from bank and corporation taxes, $2 billion 
would be raised—almost exactly what is 
being cut from education. These include lim¬ 
iting deductions for vessels and aircraft, 
which would generate $472 million, eliminat¬ 
ing deductions for oil companies* research 
and exploration, yielding $220 million, and 
other such minor alterations. Similarly, if 
corporate taxes were raised by a mere 1%, 
$520 million would be generated. By restor¬ 
ing tax levels to 11% for those who earn more 
than $200,000 a year over one and a half bil¬ 
lion dollars would become available. 

While the Homeless Assistance program, 
which prevents families from becoming 
homeless, is having $39 million cut, closing 
the loophole for exemption for motion picture 
rentals would offer $46 million. Aid to 
Families with Dependent Children is being 
reduced by $225 million while reducing 
deductions for business meals from 80% to 
50% would generate $300 million, and if 
business property was reassesed 4 BILLION 
would become available. 

Wilson’s argument for not closing tax loop¬ 
holes and raising corporate taxes is the same 
lie that has been used for the last 12 years by 
the Republican Administration—the trickle- 
down theory. 

Wilson’s logic is made perfectly clear by 
his raising of what is already the largest 
prison budget in the history of the United 
States by 15% and by increasing funding for 
police. His intention is to protect the privi¬ 
leges of the elite while oppressing and impris¬ 
oning those who reclaim what their labor 
produced. 

-by Dean 


LETTERS continued from pace 2 

Hispanics and poor Whites have had to beg at 
the backdoor of White American justice, like 
servants on the plantation. We have had to 
walk backwards into the American dream, 
while there’s only an American nightmare to 
be seen. 

Now I have to fight my way out of this 
prison, and all I really have is my integrity as 
a Blackman. I have that in place of cash or 
property. Surely it must be worth something, 
otherwise, why would the State gone to such 
costly and great lengths to try and destroy it? 

i __i. _i.._.u:__i... t*.. 







By the sec¬ 
ond week<*f 
protest, jO 
other CONY 
campuses were.; 
afiected i>y mtient 
unrest and building 
take-overs. At four 
of the campuses 
including the Graduate- 

€cale*\ mdwm w^reW Hiii 

able to completely shutdown feefr schools. |n 
fact, the protests had spread outside the city. 
Students at Cornell University and SONY 
Purchase had also shutdown buildings on their 
campuses because of theix oWn budget compiarA& 
CUNY students have also received support from 
labor unions and people of color commumfees. 

The $wdent aufcoas at CUNY can he explained 

by looking at the university *s demographics. Over 
• 60%. of the student bodjl are people: §£ cplor, A • 
large number of students have full time jobs and 
raise families, Sixty percent of the students are 
women. These are not the children of the elite, 
nor are many of them from the middle class. They 
are hard working people trying to get a degree to 
enhance their chances in a highly competitive job 
market. CUNY is one of the last remaining 
sources of a ioW cost college education for poor 
and working class people* particularly people of 
color, CUNY has an open admissions policy 
which allows any high school graduate to attend 
one of fee camp^ is a great 

for peopfle in a city which has a high school pqpu: 
lation of mainly people of color and where a high 
school ^pio^isinot a gti^antee of a job. 

Two years ago* dac to a budget deficit* 
Governor Mario Cuomo proposed a $200 a year 
increase in the $1250 tuition on top df '^hcms pf 
dollars in cuts in the CUN'Y budget. Students lob* 
bied the governor and the legislators to no avail.:; 
Stymied by uncaring politicians, many of whom 
had attended CUNY when it was free and mainly 
white, the students at City College seized the 
administration budding in the spring semester of 


otnciais leu 
the students 
with no 
alterna¬ 
tives. For the 
third time in three 
years* they have publicized 


activities but are reluctant to call in the New York 



three student protestors. In the process they beat 
an African American female student who is fee 
head of the student government At other CUNY 
school the police harass student protestors by 
driving 

school admihlsufatofs for fecit rpic U fee take¬ 
overs. CUNY President James F, Murphy and 
Chaituelior W. Anu Reyn^ds of fee 

California State University) have taken strong 
stances agains t the . statical proles ts and are in 
favor of suspensions. There are even threats by 
various CUNY administrators to cancel the entire 
semester at striking schools, thus pitting fee stu¬ 
dent protestors against their fellow students who 
do not want to lose a semester’s worth oF work. 

The students vow to continue fee protest until 
their demands are met, including fee rescinding of 
fee tuition mefease, the restofatibri of financial aid 
* and the reversal of budget cuts, . 

I! Perhaps s*t other ipubjiq: campuses 
arpupd Increases and 

budget cuts should follow the lead of the students 
of CUNY, When lobbying and letter writing fail, 
when politicians refuse to tak the wealthy and cor¬ 
porations, and when students are made to feel 
powerless, perhaps they need to take matters into 
tli^r ; ib'^iids.' is a 


Right, Fight, Fight, Fighk” % 

: *>y 0 . 


public universities will be greatly reduced. 

Fees are going up by 40% at all U.C.’s, 
20% at Cal State universities, and by 10% at 
community colleges, while at the same time 
affirmative action and financial aid for 
minorities is being reduced. Enrollment at 
U.C. campuses is being cut by 5500, thereby 
displacing at least as many onto both Cal 
State universities and community colleges. 
The effect of this will be catastrophic as both 
the CSU and Community Colleges are 
already reeling from massive cuts in faculty 
and classes forcing such overcrowding feast 
one community college administrator admit¬ 
ted that entry into a Junior College means 
nothing more than “a license to hunt for 
classes” Since these institutions have pro¬ 
vided access to “higher education” to those 
financially excluded from the U.C.’s, this too 
will serve to maintain universities as the 
exclusive domain of the rich and white. 
Similarly, those few services provided at 
universities to counter fee effects of inade¬ 
quate high schools and increased retention 
rates are being eliminated, thereby entrench¬ 
ing the advantages of fee wealthy and privi¬ 
leged. 

Despite the glaringly obvious racist nature 
of these cuts in education, Wilson and his 
backers have refused to consider raising 
taxes for corporations and the wealthy, any 
attempt at which the governor says he will 
veto. 

Instead he is calling for increased taxes on 
candy!, alcohol, newspapers, snack foods 
and renters, all of which fall most heavily on 
lower and middle class taxpayers. 

When comparing the revenue that would 
be raised from closing fee loopholes and tax¬ 
ing the undertaxed with what would be 
gained from a candy tax increase, it seems as 
though Wilson and the state legislators are 
deliberately insulting lower income earners 
and attempting to find out just how much 
they can get away wife oppressing fee poor 


Wilson’s logic is made perfectly clear by 
his raising of what is already the largest 
prison budget in the history of the United 
States by 15% and by increasing funding for 
police. His intention is to protect the privi¬ 
leges of fee elite while oppressing and impris¬ 
oning those who reclaim what their labor 
produced. 

-by Dean 


LETTERS continued from pace 2 


Hispanics and poor Whites have had to beg at 
fee backdoor of White American justice, like 
servants on the plantation. We have had to 
walk backwards into the American dream, 
while there’s only an American nightmare to 
be seen. 

Now I have to fight my way out of this 
prison, and all I really have is my integrity as 
a Blackman. I have feat in place of cash or 
property. Surely it must be worth something, 
otherwise, why would the State gone to such 
costly and great lengths to try and destroy it? 

I ask only one thing mainly: To get my 
message out to someone feat might be willing 
to correspond with a Black male, and also 
that’s willing to help support me not finan¬ 
cially, but emotionally through these trouble¬ 
some times that are facing me... What I am 
saying is I am not “hip” to fee pen pal situa¬ 
tion, but if you have one available, please ad 
me to to your list immediately. I’ve heard so 
much about Slingshot — it must be very radi¬ 
cal, all of my friends talk about it at length. 


In Solidarity 

Brothers and Sisters of All Nationalities, 


H.C. Green, T.D.CM374766 
Box 16 

Love lady, Texas 75851 



who<i? iater^k 


served? 


The U.C. system was initially expected to absorb 
$295 million of fee cuts in state education funding but as tax 
returns are received and as the State discovers that businesses 
and the wealthy paid even less taxes than expected, this figure 
may rise to $395 million. California, being the wealthiest state 
in the nation, should be increasing state spending on education 
and not moving from 45th to 49th in the nation in public 
spending for education. Realistically the kind of resistance 
necessary to force the state legislators to tax those who finance 


Center will be losing as much as 10% of its funding.despite the 
fact that its enrollment has grown by 104% in the last 6 
years.Summer Bridge’s very existence is now in question.and 
fewer Subject A and Math P classes will be taught with obvi¬ 
ous implications for retenrion rates. # 

President Gamer has promised that increased financial 
aid will be made available to offset the increased tuition costs. 
A closer look at this plans show that the new financial aid 
offered is directly at middle income students while there will 


and people of color. 

no alternatives to their plans exist. How is it then that they can 
afford to build volleyball courts which no one needs or called 
for on People’s Park at a cost of $300,000. Why is it that we 
must pay $5 million a year for the police force stationed 
beneath Sproul Hall? As the recent increase in rapes demon¬ 
strates, they certainly do little to protect us. Indeed their pri¬ 
mary function seems to be brutally harassing the poor, the 
homeless and campus and community activists such as the dis¬ 
abled Police Review Commissioner Osha Neumann. 

Since 1989, the number of U.C. administrators earn¬ 
ing more than $100,00 a year has doubled. President of fee 
system Gardner receives a salary of $250,000 a year. Could 
fee salaries of these already wealthy white males not be sacri¬ 
ficed? (If they complain, could Mfe not replace them with stu¬ 
dent annninted alternatives?^ The U.C.R. Lone Ranvc 









and wotkir^ dasa people parciculairty people of 
color, CUNY : has an open admissions policy 
which allows any high school graduate to attend 
one of the! campuses, ; This is a great opportunity 
for people in a city which has a high school popu¬ 
lation of mainly people of color and where a high 
school diploma is not a guarantee of a job. 

Two years ago* due to a budget defieiv 
Governor Mario Cuomo proposed a $200 a year 
increase in the $1250 tuition on top of millions of 
dollars in cots in the CUNY budget. Students Iob~ 
hied the governor aiif^ the Legjslators to iib’ avadL 
Stymied by uncaring politicians, many of whom 
had attended CUNY when it was free and mainly 
white, the students at City College seized the 
administration budding in the spring semester of 


dent protestors against their fellow students who 
do not want to lose a semester’s worth of work. 

The students vow to continue the protest until 
their demands aie met, including the rescinding of 
the tuition increase, the restoration of financial aid 
* and the reversal of budget cuts. 

Perhaps students at other public campuses 
around the nation affected by tuition increases and 
budget cuts should follow the lead of the students 
of CUNY, When lobbying and letter writing fail, 
when politicians refuse to tax the wealthy and cor¬ 
porations, and when students are made to feel 
powerless, perhaps they need to take matters into 
their own hands. Remember, ‘'Education is a 
Rigtii,:Rghti^ Fight” 

by & 


taxes for corporations and the wealthy, any 
attempt at which the governor says he will 
veto. 

Instead he is calling for increased taxes on 
candy!, alcohol, newspapers, snack foods 
and renters, all of which fall most heavily on 
lower and middle class taxpayers. 

When comparing the revenue that would 
be raised from closing the loopholes and tax¬ 
ing the undertaxed with what would be 
gained from a candy tax increase, it seems as 
though Wilson and the state legislators are 
deliberately insulting lower income earners 
and attempting to find out just how much 
they can get away with oppressing the poor 
and people of color. 


tnat s willing 10 neip support me not lman- 
cially, but emotionally through these trouble¬ 
some times that are facing me... What I am 
saying is I am not “hip” to the pen pal situa¬ 
tion, but if you have one available, please ad 
me to to your list immediately. I’ve heard so 
much about Slingshot — it must be very radi¬ 
cal, all of my friends talk about it at length. 

In Solidarity 

Brothers and Sisters of All Nationalities, 

H.C. Green, T.D.CM374766 
Box 16 

Love lady, Texas 75851 


lr- no alternatives to their plans exist. How is it then that they can 



“'^interests 


served? 


The U.C. system was initially expected to absorb 
$295 million of the cuts in state education funding but as tax 
returns are received and as the State discovers that businesses 
and the wealthy paid even less taxes than expected, this figure 
may rise to $395 million. California, being the wealthiest state 
in the nation, should be increasing state spending on education 
and not moving from 45th to 49th in the nation in public 
spending for education. Realistically the kind of resistance 
necessary to force the state legislators to tax those who finance 
them and whose interests they serve is unlikely to materialize 
any time soon. At present there is almost no opposition even 
to the way in which the cuts are being implemented. 

Like Wilson the U.C. Regents are revealing their pri¬ 
orities very clearly. In the same way that Wilson’s cuts in 
social programs are classist and racist, so too are those of the 
Regents. The first to suffer on the U.C. campuses will be stu¬ 
dents of color from low income families, especially women, 
and alterabled students. Not only are fees being hiked by 36% 
without any increase in the availability of financial aid but ser¬ 
vices aimed at retention are being slashed. The Women’s 
Resource Center, which provides both counseling and alterna¬ 
tive resources in a white and male dominated environment, is 
having its budget cut in half, forcing the closure of its library 
and laying off of an African American woman librarian. The 
Re Entry Program, run by the Womens Resource Center, has 
provided crucial sevices for older returning students. It will 
disapear altogether. The Student Learning Center, which has 
made assistance available to those denied adequate primary 
and secondary education, is projecting a 30% cut and will 
quite possibly only be available to first year E.O.P. and 
Affirmative Action students. Similarly, the Disabled Student 


Center will be losing as much as 10% of its funding.despite the 
fact that its enrollment has grown by 104% in the last 6 
years.Summer Bridge’s very existence is now in question.and 
fewer Subject A and Math P classes will be taught with obvi¬ 
ous implications for retenrion rates. # 

President Gamer has promised that increased financial 
aid will be made available to offset the increased tuition costs. 
A closer look at this plans show that the new financial aid 
offered is directly at middle income students while there will 
actually be a decrease in aid to those who really need it. 1000 
staff positions will also be cut including numerous work study 
positions, which have provided a source of income to lower 
income students. Since students of color are statistically more 
often from low income families, this too will serve to exclude 
students of color. 

At the graduate level fewer T.A. and R.A. positions 
will be available, thereby excluding those depending on this 
source of income. Similarly, increased fees at this level dis¬ 
proportionately affect women who, if raising children and 
therefore taking longer to complete, will end up paying signifi¬ 
cantly more. Cuts in health services offered at Cowell 
Hospital, which is now to become little more than a referral 
service, will obviously also affect those who cannot afford 
exorbitant health insurance. 

The few alternative programs in existence are also 
threatened with the possibility of a merger between CRS and 
Forestry, and between Development Studies, PEIS and Latin 
American Studies being given serious consideration, while 
PACS may disappear altogether. Diversity of opinion is clearly 
also under attack. 

Like Wilson the Regents would have us believe that 


no alternatives to their plans exist. How is it then that they can 
afford to build volleyball courts which no one needs or called 
for on People’s Park at a cost of $300,000. Why is it that we 
must pay $5 million a year for the police force stationed 
beneath Sproul Hall? As the recent increase in rapes demon¬ 
strates, they certainly do little to protect us. Indeed their pri¬ 
mary function seems to be brutally harassing the poor, the 
homeless and campus and community activists such as the dis¬ 
abled Police Review Commissioner Osha Neumann. 

Since 1989, the number of U.C. administrators earn¬ 
ing more than $100,00 a year has doubled. President of the 
system Gardner receives a salary of $250,000 a year. Could 
the salaries of these already wealthy white males not be sacri¬ 
ficed? (If they complain, could tfe not replace them with stu¬ 
dent appointed alternatives?) The U.C.B. Long Range 
Development plans call for the construction of many expensive 
buildings. Yet who is to fill these if the number of staff, facul¬ 
ty and students is being cut? Could it be that these buildings 
are for more military or corporate research? 

In 1986, the campus erupted over U.C.’s investments in 
South Africa. The present cuts are no less racist than the sys¬ 
tem of Apartheid which we opposed. Why don’t we take a les¬ 
son from the students we acted in solidarity with by refusing to 
cooperate? Last year we held a successful two-day strike 
demanding amongst others greater faculty and student diversi¬ 
ty, improved retention rates, and alternative programs reflect¬ 
ing our needs, the present cuts guarantee that none of those 
conditions will be met but will instead get worse. It is 
demanded of us now that we refuse to cooperate and that, like 
our brothers and sisters in South Africa, we make our collec¬ 
tive strength felt. Numerous strategies exist, including build¬ 
ing takeovers, strikes, refusal to take final exams, thereby 
forcing the administration to accommodate next year all those 
who should have graduated this year, refusing to pay the fee 
hikes, boycotting registration etc. Ultimately being the ones 
who pay the power rests in our hands. 
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COPS 


In March, these ■ 
four Lo. *»««!«• tJLW. omnium 


l.A. CO. OISTAMf AYTV. 

truun, 


Police 


beat Rodney King 
with batons, 
coining very close I 
to killing him. 
King, a black man, 
had been pulled 
over for speeding. 
At least eleven 
other police 
officers watched 
the attack and did 
nothing to stop it. 
We are told that 
this event was an 
“aberration,” that 
it was not “a racial 
incident” and that 
the fifteen police 
officers involved 
do not reflect the 
true nature of 
police behavior in 
our country 



This is bullshit. 
|Every day pool 
eople, women 
thnlc and sexual 
inorities and 
then thought lesc 
important by our 
,society experience 
the horror of such 
i *.co.oitT*icf AftYicop “aberrations.” 
y^u< i many acts of 

violence against 
black and latino 
people, gay people 
and political 
dissidents, how 
many more 

prostitutes must be 
raped in the back 
of police cars, 
before we rise up 
and demand an end 
to this brutality? 
If there had been 
no video of this 
crime, there would 
have been no 
crime... Just one 
more black man 
with a story of 
police gangsterism, 
a story that 
nobody would 
have believed. 
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the comments at a press conference in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. 

Gen. Powell met separately with Salvadoran president 
Cristiani and El Salvador's top military leaders- General Rene 
Emilio Ponce, Defence Minister, and the head of El Salvador’s 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Gilberto Rubio- on monday, 
April 8, to reiterate U.S. support for the Salvadoran 
government. 

According to the press office of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
Gen. Powell's Central American tour "coincidentally" took 
place during the current peace talks between the FMLN and 
ARENA. But it is clear that his reference to possible 
intervention by U.S> forces lends untimely backing to the 
vocal ultra-right and military, strengthening the most 
intransigent sector of ARENA who are actively campaigning 
against negotiations. The FMLN and the civilian opposition 
to ARENA has much to gain in the current round of 
negotiations that opened April 4, includinfg reforms of the 
Constitution and of the Armed Forces, as well as the terms of 
the cease-fire. 

Creating an atmosphere of terror during these delicate 
tallrc liltTn-rioVit ic inr'TPiflsint* thp.ir death snuad activitv 
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bullets’ for Sifuentes’ gun/ 

It is obvious that the issue is more than just the Free Box' 
or the Park. It’s part of the larger issue of yuppification of, 
'Southside and control over People’s Park. The University 
► wants to make the Southside inhospitable to the homeless. 
|They want to destroy the heart of People’s Park as a place of* 
►free speech and freedom. Gentrification is happening all over 
‘the country and we need to fight it here in the Southside. 


Both the University and the City seem to be under< 
• the impression that the transition of the Park from PeopleV 
Park to UC Student Recreational Facility will take place* 
! peacefully as long as they continue to host meetings with* 

► community groups. But getting approval from the PeopleV 
| Park Council (membership:6) does not mean the people will, 

► go along with it. Please be ready for a call to protect the< 
‘park. The Park’s history includes the people tearing up\ 
\ asphalt once, but this time we need to stop them from puttings 

► it in! 


► By David & Suzanne 


“They’re Dropping Like Flies!” 

1941-1991 (Died from inoperable brain 


Lee Atwater 
tumor) 



A Republican Party 
olden boy,” he 
engineered Ronald 
Reagan’s presidential 
campaigns, and helmed 
the vicious 1990 Bush 
campaign. In this 
campaign, Atwater used 
racism (the Willie 
Horton commercials), 
homophobia (attacking 


evfcr happened' H 


Before the Official War, which killed over 200,000 
Iraqis through the most massive and continued airstrikes 
in history, resistance to current and impending U.S. 
policies in the Persian Gulf was in full force in the Bay 
Area. On November 29, a diverse group of student and 
community activists took over a military Outpost in 
























the attack and did 
nothing to stop It. 
We are told that 
this event was an 
“aberration,** that 
it was not “a racial 
incident** and that 
the fifteen police 
officers involved 
do not reflect the 
true nature of 
police behavior in 
our country. 



to this brutality? 
If there had been 
no video of this 
crime, there would 
have been no 
crime... Just one 
more black man 
with a story of 
police gangsterism 
a story that 
nobody would 
have believed. 


jThey want to destroy the heart of People’s Park as a place of< 
»free speech and freedom. Gentrification is happening all over 1 
the country and we need to fight it here in the Southside. 
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the comments at a press conference in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. 

Gen. Powell met separately with Salvadoran president 
Cristiani and El Salvador's top military leaders- General Rene 
Emilio Ponce, Defence Minister, and the head of El Salvador's 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Gilberto Rubio- on monday, 
April 8, to reiterate U.S. support for the Salvadoran 
government. 

According to the press office of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
Gen. Powell’s Central American tour ''coincidentally" took 
place during the current peace talks between the FMLN and 
ARENA. But it is clear that his reference to possible 
intervention by U.S> forces lends untimely backing to the 
vocal ultra-right and military, strengthening the most 
intransigent sector of ARENA who are actively campaigning 
against negotiations. The FMLN and the civilian opposition 
to ARENA has much to gain in the current round of 
negotiations that opened April 4, includinfg reforms of the 
Constitution and of the Armed Forces, as well as the terms of 
the cease-fire. 

Creating an atmosphere of terror during these delicate 
talks, the ultra-right is increasing their death squad activity 
and intimidation of the opposition, including campesinos, 
shantytown dwellers, union members and even President 
Cristiani and other members of ARENA who are sitting at the 
negotiation table. Roberto D'Aubuisson and various other 
shadowy nazis are so opposed t negotiations and fearful of 
their "fatherland's complete surrender" that on April 8 they 
took out a full-page ad in the obituary section of the right 
wing newspaper, El Dairio de Hoy, exhibiting a large question 
mark and the words: "This space is reserved for the names of 
the ten traitorous deputies who might endorse the form of 
Article 248 of the Constitution." Article 248 directs that 
constitutional amendments must be passed by two successive 
NationalAssemblies to become law. Constitutional reform 
efforts have focused onchanging Article 248 so that the 
constitution may be amended more easily. Ten deputies are 
needed to sponsor such a reform in the Assembly. 

But, regardless of the specific content of Powell's 
statements, the fact that the highest military officer in the 
U.S. who just crushed the Iraqi army and killed hundreds of 
thousands of civilians visited the Salvadoran President and the 
head of the Salvadoran Armed Forces personally is significant. 
And the administration's refusal to rule out force coupled with 
the allusion to the gulf implies a real threat which would not 
have been made if the administration had no intention of 
following it through. 

The fact that the U.S. press refused to report on Gen. 
Powell's tour and comments tells us that his message was 
intended for the FMLN and not the U.S. public. The Bush 
administration has neither the internal consensus nor the 
international support for a military venture in El Salvador. But 
then again, the post-Gulf war euphoria and militarism is at a 
peak and Bush probably thinks he has little to lose in making 

on Powell's threat. 


Both the University and the City seem to be under< 

► the impression that the transition of the Park from People s< 
) Park to UC Student Recreational Facility will take placed 
! peacefully as long as they continue to host meetings with* 

► community groups. But getting approval from the People V 
| Park Council (membership:6) does not mean the people will< 
\ go along with it. Please be ready for a call to protect the< 
f park. The Park’s history includes the people tearing up| 
\ asphalt once, but this time we need to stop them from puttings 

► it in! 
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“They’re Dropping Like Flies!” 


Lee Atwater 1941-1991 (Died from inoperable brain 
tumor) 

A Republican Party 
golden boy,” he 
engineered Ronald 
Reagan’s presidential 
campaigns, and helmed 
the vicious 1990 Bush 
campaign. In this 
campaign, Atwater used 
racism (the Willie 
Horton commercials), 
homophobia (attacking 
“suspected” homosexuals 
in Congress), 

and anti-semitism (hiring ex-Nazis for his staff and 
helping compile lists of Jews in the government). 
These tactics paid off grandly for the snivling little 
shit who once said that “politics are unimportant to 
me - the main point is to get my man elected.” 

Apparently feeling remorseful, he quickly converted 
to Christianity before his death. What a joke. Ha Ha 
Ha. 



U.S, 



► By David & Suzanne 


Senator John Tower 1926-1991 (Plane Crash) 

A staunch Texas 
Republican, Tower helmed 
the infamous “Tower 
Commission” in charge of 
sanitizing and covering up 
the abuses of the Iran 
Contra underground 
network and the Bush- 
Reagan-North 
Contra/drug/arms 
supplies network. 


U.S. Senator John Heinz 1930-1991 (Plape Crash) 


Heir to the multi- 
million dollar Heinz 
(ketchup) fortunes, 



Wbti evfcr happened H 


Before the Official War, which killed over 200,000 
Iraqis through the most massive and continued airstrikes 
in history, resistance to current and impending U.S. 
policies in the Persian Gulf was in full force in the Bay 
Area. On November 29, a diverse group of student and 
community activists took over a military outpost in 
downtown San Francisco for the day. The military 
recruiting station on Bush St. was closed for the entire 
day by the group of 12, while a combination of 
firepeople, police, tactical squads, sharpshooters and 
the FBI tried to rout them. 

They then proceeded to arrest the demonstrators 
who had chained themselves inside the building 
charging them with 3 felony charges and one 
misdemeanor each and held them on $24,000 bail each. 
Jail employees who processed us were outraged at the 
charges, particularly the felony burglary charge. 
“Aren’t you protesters? What did you do to get felony 
burglary charges? I’ve never seen that. Something 
really weird’s going on here. You must have really 
done something.” San Francisco police wanted to 
terrify all possible anti-war protesters before the 
“Official War” started. It wasn’t going to work! 

After the inital mass arrests following the outbreak 
of war, many corporate lawyers competed with 
eachother to see who can make bigger asses out of 
themselves by working pro bono in patriotic attempts 
to reestablish “law and order,” and try to prosecute all 
of the thousand-plus persons arrested. Most of the 
charges were dropped, as should be, but in the meantime 
our Bush Street 12 case is the scapegoat. 

Now that their War is over and George Bush has 
snubbed and then embraced the Kurds, our case is being 
handled by the senior DA as proof of San Francisco’s 
Patriotism and support for its Chamber of Commerce 
(which took out a full page NYT ad proclaiming disgust 

















negotiation table. Roberto D Aubuisson and various other 
shadowy nazis are so opposed t negotiations and fearful of 
their ’’fatherland’s complete surrender” that on April 8 they 
took out a full-page ad in the obituary section of the right 
wing newspaper, El Dairio de Hoy, exhibiting a large question 
mark and the words: "This space is reserved for the names of 
the ten traitorous deputies who might endorse the form of 
Article 248 of the Constitution." Article 248 directs that 
constitutional amendments must be passed by two successive 
NationalAssemblies to become law. Constitutional reform 
efforts have focused onchanging Article 248 so that the 
constitution may be amended more easily. Ten deputies are 
needed to sponsor such a reform in the Assembly. 

But, regardless of the specific content of Powell's 
statements, the fact that the highest military officer in the 
U.S. who just crushed the Iraqi army and killed hundreds of 
thousands of civilians visited the Salvadoran President and the 
head of the Salvadoran Armed Forces personally is significant. 
And the administration's refusal to rule out force coupled with 
the allusion to the gulf implies a real threat which would not 
have been made if the administration had no intention of 
following it through. 

The fact that the U.S. press refused to report on Gen. 
Powell's tour and comments tells us that his message was 
intended for the FMLN and not the U.S. public. The Bush 
administration has neither the internal consensus nor the 
international support for a military venture in El Salvador. But 
then again, the post-Gulf war euphoria and militarism is at a 
peak and Bush probably thinks he has little to lose in making 
good on Powell's threat. 

The Bush administration must not be allowed to get away 
with this provocation unscathed. 

In related news the March 10th municipal and legislative 
elkections in El Salvador were held in a climate of 

intimidation and violence. Just to list a few examples of the 
violence: the election campaign commenced with the massacre 
of the entire adult population in El Zapote on January 21st by 
the 1st Infantry Brigade. In the weeks prior to the elections, 
security forces shot and killed an opposition candidate and his 
pregnant wife, and shot and blinded another candidate. The 
only opposition newspaper that reported on opposition parties 
and their activities was burned to the ground in early February. 
Due to repression, opposition parties were only able to run 
candidates in a third of the municipalities. On election day, 
many people who had registered did not receive their voting 
cards on time, or did not appear on electoral lists. Ballots 
marked for the Democratic Convergence and the National 
Democratic Union were found thrown in the streets after the 
vote. 

Like usual, the Bush administration declared the elections 
to be democratic and fair. 

Most people in the opposition movement don't believe 
the elections will bring resolution to the end of the fascist 
ARENA government, but they also believe that in order to 
move the negotiation process forward and open op the 
political space for the grassroots movement they need 
representation in the National Assembly. 


PftCaE ^ 


nciping compile lists or jews in tne government;. 
These tactics paid off grandly for the snivling little 
shit who once said that “politics are unimportant to 
me - the main point is to get my man elected.” 

Apparently feeling remorseful, he quickly converted 
to Christianity before his death. What a joke. Ha Ha 
Ha. 


U.S. Senator John Tower 



U.S. Senator John Heinz 


Heir to the multi- 
million dollar Heinz 
(ketchup) fortunes, 
Senator Heinz, a lifelong 
Republican, took a dive in 
an airplane as well. 


1926-1991 (Plane Crash) 

A staunch Texas 
Republican, Tower helmed 
the infamous “Tower 
Commission” in charge of 
sanitizing and covering up 
the abuses of the Iran- 
Contra underground 
network and the Bush- 
Reagan-North 
Contra/drug/ arms 
supplies network. 


•-1991 (Plane Crash) 



Detlev Rohwedder 1933-1991 (offed) 


He was shot dead up by the Red Army Faction in 
Germany. He was head of Treuhand, the world’s largest 
corporation which in recent months has been snapping 
up and speculating upon thousands of businesses and 



Rohwedder’s bodv being carried from his house 


firepcople, police, tactical squads, sharpshooters and 
the FBI tried to rout them. 

They then proceeded to arrest the demonstrators 
who had chained themselves inside the building 
charging them with 3 felony charges and one 
misdemeanor each and held them on $24,000 bail each. 
Jail employees who processed us were outraged at the 
charges, particularly the felony burglary charge. 
“Aren’t you protesters? What did you do to get felony 
burglary charges? I’ve never seen that. Something 
really weird’s going on here. You must have really 
done something.” San Francisco police wanted to 
terrify all possible anti-war protesters before the 
“Official War” started. It wasn’t going to work! 

After the inital mass arrests following the outbreak 
of war, many corporate lawyers competed with 
eachother to see who can make bigger asses out of 
themselves by working pro bono in patriotic attempts 
to reestablish “law and order,” and try to prosecute all 
of the thousand-plus persons arrested. Most of the 
charges were dropped, as should be, but in the meantime 
our Bush Street 12 case is the scapegoat. 

Now that their War is over and George Bush has 
snubbed and then embraced the Kurds, our case is being 
handled by the senior DA as proof of San Francisco’s 
Patriotism and support for its Chamber of Commerce 
(which took out a full page NYT ad proclaiming disgust 
and disdain for the lawless protests and the city’s 
formal Sanctuary status for GI resisters). The 3 felony 
charges were downgraded to 7 misdemeanor charges, yet 
after months of court dates, the DA has proclaimed that 
this is “a state prison case” and in his insanity offered 
us: 

1. one year in prison deferred to three years 
probation, the first year of which is supervised 
(during all of which we are subject to random 
searches and drug testing), AND 

2. 120 days of SWAP (the Sheriff’s gang labor 
project for poor people: 9 hours/day, 6 days/week, 
no pay, orange vests, side of the road, etc.) OR 30 
days in jail (where at least we would get food and 
housing), AND 

3. monetary restitution for whatever unspecified 
damage the police did (which of course must of 
been our fault). 

WE DECLINED. . 

On April 29, the Bush Street 12 will be setting a 
court date for trial - sometime late May, early summer. 
We will be organizing a defense committee soon and 
hope to hook up with GI resistance cases across the 
nation to fight the military state in its various forms. 
Watch for more news on fliers about town and in the 
next issue. We need your help on our defense 
committee!! Any time, skills, energy you have. (We 
don’t need money, so no liberals need apply.) 

by N&tcLShao 







